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With a grant from the State Library, the Blackstone
Library was able to expand classes in the MakerLab this
year, focusing on beginning and advanced 3-D printing,
circuitry and sewing. The grant also allowed us to add
new equipment including sewing machines.

Our Friends of the Library continues to hold a very
successful book sale. In September 2015, gross receipts
from the sale totaled $55,543. Proceeds supported arts
and cultural programs, materials for the collection,
Mango Languages database, museum passes, and
continuing education for staff—significantly enhancing
the resources we offer to the Branford community. The
Friends’ end of year gift of $5,000 will be used to
support our materials collection and to purchase a new
3-D scanner.

Our children’s summer reading program continued to
see strong participation due to a strong relationship
with the public schools. There were 923 participants
who read 7,216 books this year.

In October 2015, our first annual CaddyStacks mini golf
tournament earned $8,406 in gross receipts. Our
second annual Murder at the Blackstone earned $7,640
for the library’s operating budget in May. Donations
and direct appeals earned over $49,437 for the library.

Staff are encouraged to take advantage of professional
development opportunities on a regular basis: 11 staff
and 2 board members attended the CLA conference
which was held in Hartford this year; 2 staff attended
the New England Library Association annual conference
in October; staff attended a Maker workshop at the
Westport library and circulation staff attended a
customer service workshop in October. Staff also
attended a variety of webinars to keep their skills
current. Our annual in service training in February
allowed staff to practice presentation skills and share

what they had learned throughout the year with other
staff.

We continue to look for support for our building
renovation project designed by AKV Architects. Our
plan preserves the architectural integrity of the building
and reallocates space in order to become more
functional and better serve the needs of the
community. This year the RTM approved our request
for $50,000 to be matched by Library funds to hire an
architect to review the plan and develop schematic
drawings. The Library Board of Trustees hired Silver
Petrucelli and Associates to complete this phase of
design.

Other highlights of the year include the refinishing of
badly deteriorating doors on the Cedar Street side of
the building. We added new barcode scanners that are
able to read smartphones, wifi hotspots which offer
internet access on the go are available to our patrons,
and we participated in the CT Library Association’s
Passport to CT Libraries program. We qualified as a
partner of Pro Bono Associates which provided legal
counsel to update our employee manual at no cost.
Library staff organized a very popular local author expo
on May 21. Finally, a group of local teens used library
resources to create a video highlighting the summer
reading program and were recognized as the CT winners
of the nationwide teen summer reading video
challenge.

Statistics 2015-2016
Registered Cardholders 10,109
Material Circulated 228,660
Reference Questions 74,102
Children’s Program Attendance 9,137
Auditorium Events Attendance 5,486
Lucy Hammer Room Bookings 2,431
Average Patrons Per Day 591
Library Materials

Books 62,520
Newspapers/Periodical Subscriptions 143
Audiovisual Material 10,482
Electronic/Digital collection 11,191
Total Collection 84,336
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Karen Jensen
Library Director



James Blackstone Memorial Library
Board of Trustees 2016-2017

Andrew McKirdy, President
Robin Sandler, Vice-President
Richard Mahoney, Treasurer
Gina Wells, Secretary

David Henderson, Assistant Treasurer
Sandra Baldwin

Michalah Bracken

Keira Cervoni

Jan Day

Polly Fitz

Ed Kirk

Beth Law

Perdita Norwood

Tom Perrone

Frank Twohill, ex. officio

Library Staff

Karen Jensen, Library Director
Deborah Trofatter, Associate
Librarian for Technology and Reference Services
Gennett Grinnell, Associate
Librarian for Technical Services
Deirdre Santora, Associate
Librarian for Access Services
Carly Lemire, Associate
Librarian for Youth Services
Kathy Oxsalida, Business Manager
Jenna Anthony, Access Services
Barbara Barrett, Access Services
Kathy Boyd, Access Services
Patricia Bussman, Cataloging
Erin Byrne, Access Services
Carol Capezzone, Youth Services
Katy Dillman, Development & Outreach Librarian
Whitney Gayle, Reference Librarian
Nancy Graves, Access Services
Sandre Johnson, Access Services
Christina Kondziela, Reference
Mary Lockery, Youth Services
Angela Meikle, Access Services
Kristen Smith, Reference
Katherine Steer, Youth Services
Frank Zdunek, Maintenance

Friends of the Library Officers

Helen Wong, President
Pam Roy, Vice President
Don Mitchell, Secretary
Callista Stoddard, Treasurer

Paula Harrington, Assistant Treasurer/Membership

Library Volunteers

Irene Ayres
Zenaida Barrios
Kevin Bartram
Tonya Cardoso
Louise Carocari
Meghan Cusack
James Davis
Robert Esposito
Greg Farina
Cynthia Feldman
Jillian Fiedler
Olivia Fiedler
Kelliann Festa
Anthony Festa
Allison Horton
Daniel Horton
Suruchi Kunwar
Rachel Krug
Kattie Leonffu
Natalie Leonffu
Alice Locarno
Michael Lipcan
Laura Melillo
Anna Meglin
Charlie Meglin
Emily Murphy
Meghan Ream
Lauren Ream
S.A.R.A.H. Inc. Volunteers
Denise Smoker
Tim Stures
Hattie Sussman
Terry Twigg
Daniel Vencak
Kaatje Welsh
Malenky Welsh
Michelle Welsh
Remsen Welsh

Major Donors 2015-2016

Lucy Hammer Society
Anonymous

Charles Andriole

Niall & Elizabeth Ferguson
Alan & Polly Fitz

Bob Buckholz & Lizanne Fontaine
Karen & Gerald Freedman
Andrew & Bonnie McKirdy
Robin & Lisa Sandler

John Casso & Mark Serchuck
Frazier Bronson & Helen Wong



Solon Spencer Beman Club

Anonymous

Sandra & Ronald Baldwin
Mary E. Davis

Harry W. Blair & Barbara A. Shailor
& Samuel H. Kress Foundation
Linda J. Delaurentis

David Henderson & Nancy Kim
Mark & Beth Law

Rick & Jan Mahoney

Otty & Perdita Norwood
Rafael Pelli & Kate Walbert
Barbara & David Reif

Pamela J. Schreiber

John & Cathy Seibyl

Oliver Dennett Grover League

Earle & Karen Adams
Tracey Amodio

Patricia C. Andriole
Anonymous Donors
Susan Cosgrove Barnes
Grace Barrett

Faith Wilcox Barrington
Mary Jane Barry
Yeugenya Bendersky
Joan J. Berdick

Peter & Nancy Berdon
F. Vining Bigelow

Terry Boissonneault
Elizabeth Bove
Michalah Bracken
Robert & Claudia Bradley
Edward T. Brandt, Jr.
Jen & Dan Broom
Kathleen Burns

Lloyd & Judith Buzzell
Ronald N. Caron

Alpha E. Coiro

Donald Conklin
Marjorie Crelin

Jennifer Davies

Nigel & Leila Daw

Janet Vaill Day

Donald & Catherine Delano
Elizabeth M. Dock
Suzanne & Stephen Duhamel
Stephanie & Len Farber
Cynthia R. Feldman
Raymond F. Ferguson
Alan & Christine Forman
Ann & Michael Freeman
Carol & Tom Gagliardi
Robert & Dorothy Gill

William Gilpatrick

Vincent S. Giordano, Jr.

Judy Gleason

Jon & Joan Grossman

Roberta Davis Grossman
Penelope J. Guilmette
Elizabeth Haas

Martin J. Hallier Sr.

Peter & Maureen Herbert
Judy Hotz

Emily L. Howard

Joel Hurliman, Jr.

Karen Jensen

Leslie Johnson

Kenneth & Janet Kaminsky
Nina Adams & Moreson Kaplan
Frank & Kimberly Kenna
Edward & Katherine Kennedy
E. Leon Kier

Edward & Linda Kirk

Stu & Betsy Klarman

John Klarman

Susan Bender & Al Klevorick
Arthur H. Knowlton

Henry N. Kraver

Paul & Joan Krochmal

Edward M. Kryzek

Anthony & Eunice Lasala
Karen Laurel

Blake & Lois Lehr

Carol R. Lemmon

Timothy T. Lonergan

Mary F. Lowery

Kay Haedicke & Roger Lowlicht
Jenna Lupi

Palma M. Lynch

Barbara R. Lyons

Andy & Susan Marlatt

Chip & Susanne Marsh

Anne MacClintock & Jerry Mashaw
Anthony & Linda Milici

Ron & Sue Miller

Richard Jennings & Mary Nicholas
Stanson & Margaret Nimiroski
Melodie & Curtis O’Connor
Salvatore W. Pannone

Donald Patenaude

Diana Perron

Leslie & Ted Peters

Ned & Susan Phipps

Andrée R. Pierson

Joseph & Jean Polka

Mark & Fran Rabinowitz
Jeffrey Rasey

Raymond James Financial Services
Lonnie Reed

Tricia & Al Ridinger

Arthur Robertshaw

David & Susan Rood

Polly S. Rosen

Chad & Pam Roy

Jodi Rucquoi

Mario & Jane Sabatini

Bryna Lasker Scherr

Joyce & Michael Schiavone
Marc & Anne Schwartz
Truman Sherk

Kimberly Bordner & Brad Spachman
Harriet D. Spear

Musa, Paul, & Ada Speranza
Arlene Steinlauf

Betsy & Lawrence Stern

Susan Stevenson

Callista Stoddard

Shepard & Marlene Stone
Virginia Stuermer

Elizabeth L. Suatoni

Rod & Cathy Swift

Bruce & Marjorie Thompson
Melissa Tickey

Betty Ann Trapasso

Theresa Twigg

Mark Schaefer & Beth Weinberger
Bill & Gina Wells

Shawn Reilly & Wendy Wheeler
Judith & Peter Young

Cathy & Robert Young
Stephen & Diane Zack

Joseph & Myra Zelson

Liping Zhu

Remy & Darlene Zimmermann

Business Circle

Anderson-Krause Insurance
Matthew Hughes, Weichert Realtors
Professional Network Group

Total Electric, Inc.



CaddyStacks at Blackstone
Hole Sponsors

#1: Guilford Savings Bank

#2: Hammonasset Ford

#3: Polly & Al Fitz

#4: Dunkin’ Donuts — Branford
#5: Attorney David Minicozzi

#6: Doctor Norman Dahl, DDS
#7: Susan Barnes & Dan Cosgrove

#8: Matt Hughes, Weichert Realtors

#9: Kaiser Whitney Staffing
#10: Connecticut Experiential
Learning Center (CELC)

#11: Brandfon Honda

#12: Andy McKirdy & Attorney
Robin Bruce Sandler

#13: Jersey Mike’s — Branford

#14: Mike Maynard, New Neighbors

Realty

#15: Engineering Specialties, Inc.
#16: Attorney Richard Florentine
#17: Connex Credit Union

#18: Friends of the Library

CaddyStacks at Blackstone
Additional Contributors:

All Pets Club

Anderson Krause

Art Glass by Mathews (Putting
Contest & Glass Putter)
Arbonne

Aura Day Spa

Blackstone Board of Trustees
Branford Artists Cooperative
Branford Beauty Works
Branford Community Foundation
Campania Ristorante & Taverna
Cynthia’s Flowers

Eli’s on the Hill

Epic Salon

Fairways Driving Range

Gerry Mann, Richard W. Squeri
Agency

Polly Fitz

glow face & body boutique
Home Restaurant

Lyman Orchard Golf Club
Merle Norman Cosmetics
Myer’s Flowers

Nardella’s Turf Care Polished &
Loved Boutique

Shoreline Prime Meats & Deli
Shoreline Chamber of Commerce
soundRUNNER

Starbucks — Branford Location
Thimble Islands Brewery

Murder at Blackstone Abbey
Clue Sponsors

Anonymous

Blakeslee Prestress

The Community Foundation for
Greater New Haven

Livella Care

Mathnasium — Guilford

Star Power

Murder at Blackstone Abbey
Additional Contributors:

Blackstone Board of Trustees
Branford Crossfit

Branford Jewelers

Christian Praml, trainer & nutrition
advisor

Donovan's Reef

Guilford Lakes Golf Course
LoMonaco's

Katherine Hepburn Cultural Arts
Center

Mathnasium of Guilford
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Massage Savvy

Merle Norman Cosmetics
Milano & Wanat, LLC
Physical Fitness of Branford
Polished Boutique
Possessions

The Sand Castle

Sarah’s Cupboard Thrift Shop
Shoreline Café

TGS Outdoors

Trailblazer

Van Wilgen’s

Write With Style



