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· Located on a .4 acre island in the Thimbles group; only dwelling on the island. 
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11 OTHER OTASLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR ,!TE /1Df•t101 and. 01 ui..r/ol) 

Constructed on a cruciform plan with its primary ridge on a north-south axis, this 
structure has a steeply pitched, wood-shingled gable roof. Its chimneys are corbeled 
at the top and feature small chimney pots. Its windows have six-over-six sash. Its 
v-.rrap-around veranda, located on the east, south and west facades, features chamfered 
posts, a square-sawn balustrade and a lattice-work skirt with rubble-stone piers. 

This summer cottage was probably built for l\1ary H. B. Lowell of Meriden who purchased 
the island from Isaac L. Belden of Stratford in 1907. 

Belden1s Island was originally one of the seven islands granted to Timothy Barker in the eighth 
and ninth divisions of Branford in 1 772. Prior to the use of the island for a summer cottage, it 
was valued for its clam and oyster grounds, 

The vernacular cottage possesses integrity of location, setting, and feeling and is historically 
associated with the development of the Thimble Islands between 1890 and the First World War. 

Branford Land Records, Vol. 59, p. 17; Vol. 67, p. 175 . 
Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 

Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 75. 
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Located on a 3. 7 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of three houses on the island; others 
are c.1970 buildings. 

(OYER) 



1,1,1 

u 
z 
< 
u 
~ 
z 
l.:) 

..... 

11 OT>1ER OTABLE FEATuRES or BUILDING OR SITE 1,~,.,,o, ,nu or·ui..JJO(} 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge perpendicular to {ts facade on an east-west 
axis, this structure has a moderate roof pitch with minimal trim. Its windows have six-over
one sash with simple square trim. Its enclosed porch is covered by a small gable set in front 
of the larger west facing gable of the cottage. 

This vernacular summer cottage was probably built by Theodore R. Sucher of Hamden 
shortly after he purchased the island in 1935. The island was subdivided into three parcels 
in 1971 and two other b~ildings date from this later time. 

The island was originally Blackstone property and was the site of a quarry. Stone from 
this island is said to have been used for several bridges across the Connecticut River. 

Although the buildings are not historically significant the island does have important 
historical associations . 

Branford Land Records, Map. #1079, Division Map of Bear Island 1971. Vol. 98, p. 127. 
Hanna, Archibald. A Brief Historv of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 

Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 92. 
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Located on a .8 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of two buildings on the island. 
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11 OTHER OT>.BlE FEATURES Of BUILDING OR SITE /1Atot1or &lld, or u'-4/lorJ 

Constructed on an L-shaped plan with its primary ridge on a north-south axis, perpendicular 
to the shore, and its ell facing east, this structure has a shallow-pitched roof with wide 
overhangs and cornice returns. Wide cornerboards with suggested capitals and a smooth 
frieze allude to the Greek Revival style. The decorative panel at the north gable and the 
wide overhangs allude to the Italianate style. The few extant original windows have 
two-over-two sash; most windows are recent replacements. Its veranda wraps all four 
sides and is constructed with chamfered posts and scroll brackets. It has no balustrade. 

Unknown 

This vernacular summer house was probably built by Alice P. Smith shortly after she 
acquired the property in 1906. Originally the island was granted to Charles C Smith by 
the Town of Branford in 1871. 

The cottage possesses integrity of location, setting, and feeling and is a well-possessed 
example of development in the Thimble Islands between 1890 and the First World War. 

Hanna, Archibald. A · · · · ford Connecti cub 
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17 OT11ER OTA8LE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (Ut•nor •nd. or u~rlor/ 

Constructed on a nearly square plan with its ridge on an east-west axis, parallel to the shore, 
this structure has a steeply pitched roof with wide overhangs at the gables. Its windows appear 
to have four-over-four sash. Its south-facing veranda has simple square posts with an x-pattem 
balustrade set on brick piers with a lattice-work skirt. 

Unknown 

This vernacular summer cottage was proBably·built by Charles C. Smith of New Haven shqftly 
after he acquired the land in 1911. The island was originally granted to his father, also 
Charles C. Smith, in 1871 by the Town of Branford. 

The cottage possesses integrity of location, setting, feeling and association, and is a 
well-preserved example of the development of the Thimble Islands between 1890 and the 
First World War. 

Branford Land Records, Vol. 62, p. 224. 
Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 

Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society,1970, p. 85. 
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Located on a 4 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of three buildings on the island. 
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17 OT>1£R 0TABLE FEATURES OF BUILDll-lG OR SITE {JAttf/Of ,nd. or ui.r1or/ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with an ell at the northwest corner, this structure has a 
steep mansard roof with projecting curbs and cornices. A smooth frieze is located below the 
cornice. Gabled dormers feature shallow-pitched roofs suggesting pediments. A tall four
story tower is located at the ·northwest ell. Windows have two-over-two sash. Its veranda 
wraps the east, south and west sides and is constructed with chamf erect posts, diagonal braces 
and a square sawn balustrade. 

Unknown 

This summer cottage was probably built by James Chauncey Hull shortly after he purchased 
the island in 1853. Hull was from Branford and may have been a builder. The cottage was 
sold in 1855 to Franklin G. Avery and George F. Chester, both of New York City. It was then 
known as Great Pumpkin Island. Later it was known as OwPs Nest, and finally Davis Island 
after it was purchased by William F. Davis of Branford in 1870. In 1894 it was acquired by 
James S. Elton, a prominent Waterbury industrialist. The island remained in the Elton family 
until 1958. 

This appears to be a very early Second Empire house. It possesses integrity of location, 
setting, design, and feeling and is historically associated with the early development of the 
Thimble Islands summer colony. · 

Branford Land Records, Vol. 26, p. 6; Vol. 26, p. 152. 
Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 

Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 55, 89. 
Mitchell, Mary Hewitt. History of New Haven County, Connecticut. 

3 Vols. Boston; THe Pioneer Historical Publishing Co., 1930. 
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Located on a 4 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of three buildings on the island. 
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11 OTHER OT ABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE /lcl•flOI ,nu. or .. ~[/0[) 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on a north-south axis, parallel to the 
shore, this structure has a steeply pitched roof with a ventilating cupola centered on the 
ridge. A stone chimney is located at the northeast corner. Windows have six-over-six 
sash and are recessed into the stone walls. A screened porch at the north end has a very 
simple structure and is supported, over the water, on diagonal braces. 

This building appears to have been at one time the boat house for the island. It now serves 
as a summer cottage. The date of construction has not been documented, but the deed of 
1860 mentions more than one building on the island. 

This vernacular cottage possesses integrity of location, setting, and feeling and is 
historically associated with this island complex. 

Branford Land Records, Vol. 28, p.22 
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Located on a 1/ 4 acre island in the Thimbles group; only dwelling on the island. 
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Ii OT,<£11 OTABL£ F£AfURES OF BUILDING OR SITE /1ua11or and. or u!4/Jof) 

Constructed on an L-shaped plan with its primary ridge on a north-south axis, perpendicular 
to the shore, and its original ell facing east, this structure has a shallow-pitched roof with 
wide overhangs at both gables and cornices. A second ell, apparently dating from the early 
twentieth century, is located on the west side of the cottage and an extended veranda with 
a Colonial Revival character is located at the southeast corner. Windows, apparently 
original, have six-over-six sash. The veranda features a segmental arcade and a solid, 
shingled rail. 

The cottage was probably built by Albert F. Mallory of New Haven between 1871 when the 
island was quitclaimed to him by the Town of Branford, and 1878 when he sold it to 
Mrs. Robert C. Arnold. 

The cottage has been substantially altered over the years but it possesses integrity of 
location, setting, and feeling, and is historically associated with the early development of 
the Thimble Islands summer colony. 

Branford Land Records, Vol. 28, p. 464-5; Vol. 38, p. 88. 
Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 

Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 85. 
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Located on a .5 acre island, one of the Thimble group; only house on island. 
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\1 OTK£R OT ... 8L..E FE"TURES OF 8UIL..DING QA SITE (1a1u101 &nd. or ur..r/or} 

Constructed on a T-shaped plan with its primary ridge on an east-west axis and its 
secondary gable facing south, this structure has a gambrel roof with its cornice between 
the first and second floors. Its roof is punctuated by shed dormers with both single and 
paired windows. Windows have twenty-over-two sash; some are arranged in groups of 
two and three. It features tall, rubble-stone chimneys at the east and south gables. 
Its veranda wraps the east, north and west facades and is constructed with a nearly flat 
roof supported on rubble-stone piers with a solid stone rail. 

This cottage was built by Charles H. Stockder and his wife. They actually built it themselves, 
stone by stone between 1904 and 1911. 

It is said that Mrs. Stoc½;der worked alongside her husband and caused considerable comment. 

The land was originally ntaken upn by Henry Childs in 1870. It was purchased by Stockder ~ 
in 1900. 

This well-preserved Shingle style cottage possesses integrity of location, setting, design, 
feeling, and is historically associated with the development of the Thimble Islands summer 
colony between 1890 and the First World War. 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 91. 

Post Card View, c.1910. 
Branford Land Records, Vol.52, p. 27; Vol. 51, p. 259. 
Interview with owner, Gretchen Kingsley, January, 1986. 
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Located on a 6 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 15 cottages on the island. 
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17 OTHER OTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (1a1111or ,nd. or ulArJor/ 

Constructed on a cruciform plan with its ridge on an east-west axis and its cross gables 
facing north and south, this structure has a steeply pitched roof with gabled dormers 
emulating the primary gables. Its gables feature decoratea barge boards with kin-g posts 
and collar ties and its gable overhangs are supported by sawn curvilinear brackets. Its 
windows are both paired one-over-one and single two-over-two. Its veranda wraps the 
entire structure and features chamfered posts with curvilinear brackets, a sawn 
balustrade at the first tier and a turned balustrade at the upper tier. 

Unknown Unknown 

The original owner and date of construction for this cottage have not been documented, 
but it was probably built in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, a high point of 
development on Governors Island. The island was originally granted to Abraham Hoadley 
in 1716. In 17 50 it came into the possession of the Blackstone family and was used 
mainly as a sheep pasture. In 1864 it was purchased by Chauncey Dickerman, and in 
1871 it was subdivided for cottage building lots. 

This Stick style cottage appears unaltered, and is a well preserved example of the 
development of the Thimble Islands Summer Colony in the last quarter of the 
nineteenth century. 

Branford Land Records, Map No. 17, n01d Book of Maps.n 
Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 

Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970., p. 79. 
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See #16 

Located on a 6 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 15 cottages on the island-
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n OTHER OTAB\...E FEATURES OF BUILOIHG OR SITE /111tanor and. or 1.i.111101/ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on a north-south axis, this structure has 
a shallow-pitched hip roof with a small gable featuring decorated rake boards, a collar 
tie and a carved panel at the ridge. It retains some two-over-two windows; it has 
replacement windows at the first floor. Its veranda wraps the entire structure with 
two-tiered sections on both the north and south sides. It features turned posts and a 
sawn balustrade with both circular and rectangular patterns. 

Unknown Unknown 

The original owner and date of construction for this cottage have not been documented, 
but it was probably built in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, a high point of 
development on Governors Island. The island was originally granted to Abraham Hoadley 
in 1716. In 1750 it came into the possession of the Blackstone family and was used mainly 
as a sheep pasture. In 1864 it was purchased by Chauncey Dickerman, and in 1871 it was 
subdivided for cottage building lots. 

This well-preserved Italianate cottage is an example of the development of the Thimble 
Islands Summer Colony in the last quarter of the nineteenth century . 

Branford Land Records, Map No. 1 7, 1101d Book of Maps. n 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p: 79. 
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Located on a 6 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 15 cottages on the island. 
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1J OTHER OTABL.E FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (IAlfllOI •nd. or UIAIIOr} 

Constructed on an L-shaped plan with its ridge on a north-south axis and its ell facing 
east, this structure has a shallow-pitched roof with a widely overhanging cornice. Its 
water front gable features a king post with collar ties. Its two-tiered veranda appears 
to have replacement posts and balustrades. 

Unknown Unknown 

The original owner and date of construction for this cottage have not been 
documented, but it was probably built in the last quarter of the nineteenth 
century, a high point of development on Governors Island. The island was 
originally granted to Abraham Hoadley in 1716. In 1750 it came into the 
possession of the Blackstone family and was used mainly as a sheep pasture. 
In 1864 it was purchased by Chauncey Dickerman, and in 1871 it was subdivided 
for cottage building lots. 

This Stick style cottage is an example of development of the Thimble Islands 
Summer Colony in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Branford Land Records, Map No. 1 7, 11Old Book of Maps. 11 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 79. 
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Surrounded on all sides by Long Island Sound 
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See #16 
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16 INTERRELATIONSHIP-CF BUILDING -'N 

Located on a 6 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 15 cottages on the island. 
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17 OTHER OT ABLE FEATURES OF 8Ul1..0IHG OR SITE /IAlotlO/ and, 01 uf.4rlol/ 

Constructed on a T-shaped plan with its primary ridge on an east-west axis and its cross 
gables facing north and south, this structure has a steeply pitched roof with decorated 
rake boards at the gables. It has replacement windows including sliding doors at the 
first floor. Its south facing veranda has square posts with a replacement balustrade. 

Unknown 

The original owner and date of construction for this cottage have not been documented, 
but it was probably built in the last quarter of the nineteenth century; a high point · 
of development on Governors Island. The island was originally granted to Abraham 
Hoadley in 1716. Inl 750 it came into the possession of the Blackstone family and was 
used mainly as a sheep pasture. In 1864 it was purchased by Chauncey Dickerman, and 
in 1871 it was subdivided for cottage building lots. 

This vernacular cottage is an example of development of the Thimble Islands Summer 
Colony in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Branford Land Records, Map No. 17, nold Book of Maps. 11 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut . 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 79. 
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Surrounded on all sides by Long Island Sound 
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16 INTERRELATION HIP OF 9UILDING 1'N U UN ING 

D Scott ... ed buildings visible from site 

D High l:.ui lding density See #16 

Located on a 6 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 15 cottages on the island. 
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17 OTH(R OTABLE FEATURES OF 8U1LDING OR SITE /J11l•rJ01 aad. 01 u1.41IIOI) 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on a north-south axis, this structure 
has a shallow hip roof with minimal trim. Its windows are difficult to see from the water; 
its entry door has been replaced by a sliding glass door. Its north facing veranda features 
chamfered posts with scroll brackets,a spool frieze, and an x-patterned balustrade. 

Unknown 

This Craftsman cottage would appear to have been built during the final years of 
the development of Governors Island prior to the First World War: The original 
owner and date of construction have not been documented. It is an example of 
the final development of the Thimble Islands Summer Colony in the first quarter 
of the twentieth century. · 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 42. 
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Located on a 6 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 15 cottages on the island. 
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17 OTHER OT-'BLE FE-'TURES OF BUILDING OR ~ITE /u,.nor •nd. or ui.1/01) 

Constructed on a T- or L-shaped plan with its ridge on a north-south axis and a cross 
gable facing west, this structure has a steeply pitched roof with molded rake boards. 
Its gable features a rectangular window with diamond lights. Its windows have one
over-one sash; its water front facade has large fixed windows flanking a sliding glass 
door. Its veranda wraps the east, north, and west facades and has replacement posts and 
balustrades. 

Unknown 

The original owner and date of construction for this cottage have not been 
documented, but it was probably built in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, 
a high point of development on Governors Island. The island was originally granted 
to Abraham Hoadley in 1716. In 1750 it came into the possession of the Blackstone 
family and was used m~inly as a sheep pasture. In 1864 it was purchased by Chauncey 
Dickerman, and in 1871 it was subdivided for cottage building lots. 

This Queen Anne Cottage is an example of development of the Thimble Islands 
summer colony in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Branford Land Records, Map No. 1 7, no1d Book of Maps. n 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 79. 
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Located on a 6 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 15 cottages on the island. 

{OYER) 



s 
u 
:z: 
0 
I
IL 
I( 

~ 
w 
0 

w 
u 
z 
< 
u 
IL. 

:z: 
i., 
z; 

0 
I-

17 OTHER OTABLE FEATURES. OF BUILOIHG OR SITE /Ul1ttor ,nd. or ur..1Jof) 

Constructed on an L-shaped plan with its ridge on an east-west axis and its ell facing 
north, this structure has a moderate roof pitch and simple trim. Its windows are varied; 
some six-over-six some two-over-two, some casements, some replacements. Its 
veranda retains some turned posts but has a replacement balustrade. 

Unknown Unknown 

The original owner and date of construction for this cottage. have not been documented, 
but it was probably built in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, a high point 
of development in Governors Island. The island was originally granted to Abraham 
Hoadley in 1 716. In 1750 it came into the possession of the Blackstone family and 
was used mainly as a sheep pasture. In 1864 it was purchased by Chauncey Dickerman, 
and in 1871 it was subdivided for cottage building lots. 

This vernacular cottage is an example of development of the Thimble Islands summer 
colony in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Branford Land Records, Map No. 1 7, nold Book of Maps. 11 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 79. 
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Located on a 6 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 15 cottages on island. 
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17 OTHER OTASLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (1JUa11or ind, or ui..rJor) 

Constructed on an L-shaped plan with its ridge on an east-west axis, and its ell 
facing north, this structure has a steeply pitched roof with gabled dormers emulating 
the gable ends~ Its west end features a tall, brick chimney with a corbelled top. 
Its windows appear to be replacements. Its veranda was obscured by vegetation. 

Unknown Unknown 

The original owner and date of construction for this cottage have not been documented, 
but it was probably built in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, a high point 
of development on Governors Island. The island was originally granted to Abraham 
Hoadley in 1716. In 1750 it came into the possession of the Blackstone family and 
was used mainly as a sheep pasture. In 1864 it was purchased by Chauncey Dickerman 
and in 1871 it was subdivided for cottage building lots. 

This vernacular cottage is an example of development of the Thimble Islands summer 
colony in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Branford Land Records, Map No. 17, 11O1d Book of Maps. n 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut . 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 79 
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Located on a 6 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 15 cottages on the island. 
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\J OTM£R ·oTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE /1A1.,,o, ,na. or Ul.ei!Or/ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on a north-south axis, this structure has 
a steeply pitched roof with decorated barge boards at the gables. Its board:nnd batten 
siding appears to be original. Its two-over-two windows have bracketed window hoods 
at the second floor. Its veranda wraps the north and west facades and features 
chamfered posts with scroll brackets, a square-sawn frieze, and a sawn balustrade in 
an x-pattern. 

Unknown Unknown 

w: 

The original owner and date of construction for this cottage have not been documented, 
but it was probably built in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, a high point of 
development on Governors Island. The island was originally granted to Abraham Hoadley 
in 1716. In 1750 it came into the possession of the Blackstone family and was used 
mainly as a sheep pasture. In 1864 it was purchased by Chauncey Dickerman, and in 
1871 it was subdivided for cottage build~ng lots. 

z 
~ 
;; 

This Gothic Revival style cottage appears to be unaltered. It is a well-preserved example 
of the development of the Thimble Islands Summer Colony in the last quarter of the 
nineteenth century. 

Branford Land Records, Map No. 1 7, HQld Book of Maps. n 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 79. 
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Located on a 6 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 15 cottages on the island. 
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17 OTHER OT ABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (1 ■ tu101 &ad. or H!.lltlof/ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on an east-west axis, this structure 
has a shallow-pitched roof with eyebrow dormers at the north facade. Alterations 
to windows and an extensive addition at the west end of the structure have obscured 
much of the original character of the cottage. 

Unknown Unknown 

The original owner and date of construction for this cottage have not been documented, 
but it was probably built in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, a high point of 
development on Governors Island. The island was originally granted to Abraham Hoadley 
in 1716. In 1750 it came into the possession of the Blackstone family and was used mainly 
as a sheep pasture. In 1864 it was purchased by Chauncey Dickerman, and in 1871 it 
was subdivided for cottage building lots. 

This vernacular cottage is an example of development of the Thimble Islands summer 
colony in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Branford Land Records, Map no. 17, 1101d Book of Maps. 11 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 79. 
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Located on a 6 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 15 cottages on the island. 
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17 OTHER OTABLE FE>.TUAES OF BU!LDIHG OR ~!TE (IA(UJD/ •nd . .01 ui..1101} 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on a north-south axis, this structure 
has a shallow hip roof with minimal trim. Its windows have two-over-two sash. 
Its veranda wraps the north and east facades. 

Unknown Unknown 

The original owner and date of construction for this cottage have not been documented, 
but it was probably built in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, a high point of 
development on Governors Island. The island was originally granted to Abraham Hoadley 
in 1716. In 1750 it came into the possession of the Blackstone family and was used mainly 
as a sheep pasture. In 1864 it was purchased by Chauncey Dickerman, and in 1871 it was 
subdivided for cottage building lots. 

This vernacular cottage is an example of development of the Thimble Islands summer 
colony in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Branford Land Records, Map No. 17, no1d Book of Maps. n 
Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 

Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970., p. 79. 
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17 OTHER OTA8LE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE /1Altr101 ,nd, or ut.tlDfJ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on a north-south axis, this structure 
has a shallow-pitched roof with a widely overhanging cornice. Oversiding obscures 
most original details. Its east facing veranda has been fully enclosed. It has an 
addition on jts west side which appears to be recently constructed. 

Unknown 

The original owner and date of construction for this cottage have not been documented, 
but it was pr.obably built in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, a high point of 
development on Governors Island. The island was originally granted to Abraham Hoadley 
in 1716. In 1750 it came into the possession of the Blackstone family and was used 
mainly as a sheep pasture. In 1864 it was purchased by Chauncey Dickerman, and in 1871 
it was subdivided for cottage building lots. 

This vernacular cottage is an example of development of the Thimble Islands summer 
colony in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Branford Land Records, Map No. 17, 1101d Book of Maps. 11 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 79. 
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\7 OTHER OT ABLE FE.A.TURES OF 8UILOIHG OR SITE /1J1t ■ r1or ind, or ut.r/orJ 

Constructed on an L-shaped plan with its ridge on a north-south axis and its ell 
facing west, this structure has a shallow-pitched roof with a widely overhanging 
cornice. Its one-over-one windows appear to be replacements. Its south facing 
veranda is enclosed; it has a covered deck at the southeast corner. 

Unknown Unknown 

The original owner and date of construction for this cottage have not been documented, 
but it was probably built in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, a high point 
of development on Governors Island. The island was originally granted to Abraham 
Hoadley in 1716. In 17,50 it came into the possession of the Blackstone family and 
was used mainly as a sheep pasture. In 1864 it was purchased by Chauncey Dickerman, 
and in 1871 it was subdivided for cottage building lots. 

This vernacular cottage is an example of development of the Thimble Islands summer 
colony in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Branford Land Records, Map No. 1 7, n01d Book of Maps. n 
Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 

Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 79. 
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Located on a 6 acre island in the Thimbles group;-one of 15 cottages on the island. 
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17 OTHER OT ABLE. FE.ATURE.S OF BUILDIP.G OR SITE. (IAIUIOI •nil, 01 ui.tJol/ 

Constructed on a T-shaped plan with its ridge on an east-west axis, and its cross 
gables facing north and south, this structure has a steeply pitched roof with minimal 
trim. Its windows are both two-over-two and picture-type replacements. Its veranda 
appears to be a covered deck rather than an early open porch, especially as it relates 
to the water front facade. 

Unknown 

The original owner and date of construction for this cottage have not been documented, 
but it was probably built in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, a high point 
of development on Governors Island. The island was originally granted to Abraham 
Hoadley in 1 716. In 17 50 it came into the possession of the Blackstone family and was 
used mainly as a sheep pasture. In 1864 it was purchased by Chauncey Dickerman, and 
in 1871 it was subdivided for cottage building lots. 

This vernacular cottage is an example of development of the Thimble Islands 
summer colony in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Branford Land Records, Map No. 17, n01d Book of Maps.n 
Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut . 

Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 79. 
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17 OTHER OTABLE FEATURE5 OF BUILDING OR SITE /JAl•rJOt ,nd. or ut.rlotJ 

Constructed on a cruciform plan with its ridge on a north-south axis, and its cross 
gables facing east and west, this structure has a steeply pitched roof with minimal 
trim. Its windows have one-over-one sash; a group of three faces the water on the 
first floor. Its veranda wraps the east, south and west sides. It features round Doric 
posts set on a solid balustrade. The west-facing gable features a tall, stone chimney. 

Unknown Unknown 

The original owner and date of construction for this cottage have not been documented, 
but it was probably built in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, a high point of 
development on Governors Island. The island was originally granted to Abraham Hoadley 
in 1716. In 1750 it came into the possession of the Blackstone family and was used mainly 
as a sheep pasture. In 1864 it was purchased by Chauncey Dickerman and in 1871 it was 
subdivided for cottage building lots. 

This vernacular cottage appears to be unaltered, and is a well preserved example of 
the development of the Thimble Islands summer colony in the last quarter of the 
nineteenth century. 

Branford Land Records, Map No. 17, 11 01d Book of Maps.n 
Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Brnford, Connecticut. 

Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 79. 
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Located on a 1 7 acre island, one of the Thimbles group; one of three buildings on the island. 
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11 OTH£R OTABLE FEATUR£5 OF BUll .. OIHG OR SITE /JallflOI ,nd. 01 u!4tl0f/ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on an east-west axis, parallel to the 
shore, this structure has a steeply pitched roof with minimal gable overhangs and widely 
overhanging eaves. Two shed and one hip-roofed dormers punctuate the south slope of 
the roof. A stone chimney highlights the gable end. Windows have casement sash with 
diamond lights. A three-part entablature wraps the building between the first and 
second stories. Its east end features an open porch with square posts and curvilinear 
brackets and a square-sawn balustrade at the roof. Its deeply recessed veranda features 
four stone piers and a pointed arcade. 
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Unknown 

Horse Island is one of the largest of the Thimble Islands. It was originally granted to 
Stephen Foot in 1716. Soon after it was acquired by the Blackstone family and remained 
in that family until the 18601s. In 1905 the island was purchased by Wllliam C. Clarke 
of New York City who built this cottage. The island is now owned by Yale University. 

This Shingle style cottage possesses integrity of location, setting, design, feeling and 
association and is an example of tne development of the Thimble Islands summer colony 
between 1890 and the First World War . 

Hanna. Archibald. A Brief History o the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970. 

Branford Land Records, Vol. 54, p. 480 
Jacobson, Wayne E. Stony Creek Mapanserap Book. Published by the Church of Christ 

Congregational. Printed by the William J. Mack CO., North Haven, Conn., 1982. 
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Located on a 7 .2 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 7 cottages on the island. 
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17 OTH£R OTASlE FEATURES OF 8U!lDIHG OR SITE/1•t111or ud. or uC..tlotJ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on a north-south axis and a west facing 
ell, this structure has a shallow-pitched roof with a widely overhanging cornice. It 
features a stone chimney on the east facade. Its rusticated veranda wraps the east 
and south sides of the cottage. 

Attributed to Theodore Irving Coe Unknown 

Kidd1s Island was originally one of the seven islands granted to Timothy Barker in 1744 and 
known as Redpoint Island. Before 1800 it had come to be known as Kidd1s Harbor and was 
associated with the legendary Captain Kidd. Here Kidd had supposedly found shelter in a 
natural harbor and buried his treasure. 

In 1909 the island was purchased by the Buccaneers Company, a group of businessmen from 
New Haven, Edward 0. Dorman, Hubert M. Greist, Sherman D. Smith, Samuel H. Kirby and 
Architect, Theodore Irving Coe. These men formed a corporation to develop the island which 
they had been visiting as sailing enthusiasts since 1904. The island is still owned by this 
corporation. 

This cottage was the original Club House and Dining Hall. Here the members ate all their 
meals. The first cottages, referred to as 11Shacks11 were used only for sleeping. It was 
probably built during the period when the Buccaneers leased the island from James Sherlock 
Andrews, 1904-1909. In 1921 this building was converted to a cottage by Henry E. Sanford. 

11The Buccaneers Company,11 Kidd1s Island, Stony Creek, Conn. Prepared August 1981 by: 
Phoebe Mason Bruck, A.S.L.A. 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 80.83. 

Bruck, Phoebe Mason. Letter to the Architectural Preservation Trust of Branford, Inc. 
September 18, 1985. Branford Historical Society files. 

Jane P. Bouley 
~ t---,,.,.,.....---------,--N....,.E,-G-A~T-1V_E_O_N_F_l_L_E__,...._ ___ _ 

~ CHG-File 21 Neg 3 

► 
DATE 

c Robert B. Hurd May,1986 
~ n,r-r.nr1"TT~:.:-----------F-r_e_s_e.1,_r_v_a...;.t_;__i_o_n_ 

~ r-r'!'ffl'!!-1'1..,......__ ........ ___......._-..... .................... ~__. ........ JL...II ______ _ 

8 226 East Main St. Branford, Ct 06405 

• 

• 

LI r,.,,.E.,._,, ll..lt1UlLOIN~ur,5ilE 

Q'.9 !'lone ltnown O riigliwcoya D Yandaliam D Oevalop ■ ra D Other --------------t 

0 Renewal 0 Private 0 Oeterlorotlon 0 Zoning 



HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 
BUiLDIMCi .v-10 STRUCTURES 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
CONMECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSH)H 

59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 
(203) S6o-3005 

FOR OFFICE USE ON Y 
719 

I 101, Sl"'ECll"Y 

NR DA.ct-' Oi-...... .i 

~ 
.: 
< u 
II. 

.:: 
% 
I.I.I 
Q 

OWN ·Ct Y 

Branford 

lub (John Fisher) (c/o Kusterer; Deer Run Ridge □PiHtUc 

er Cottacre 

Visible from water 

1c&1• ua• ot ocatJoa w •a a,~ro,r1au.) l 

Oc,~b.oord D Aabaatoa Sidin9 D ariclr. 
r::,ott.. L Li::..J (S,..clfy} __ o.;;;g;...s _____________ _ 

D Soard & Bott.., 0 Stwc:co 

9. TRI.JC UR,t.L SYSTEM 

• (ZJ Wood frorna O Poat and baOffl 

% 
0 
j::: 
Q.. 

« u .... 
Ii.I 
0 

0 Load baarin9 moaonry 0 Strvctwol i,- er at.el 

[K} Other (Specify) Load bearing log walls 
1 . ROOF (Type) 

[3'.J Goble D Flat 0 li4an11CKcl 0 .._niter D •• --.... 
0 Gambrol □ Shed □ Hip D Rovncl 

o Ott.or 
(S,-cifyJ 

( Material} 

0 Wood Shin51le 
□ Roll Aapholt 0 Tin 0 Slate 

[xJ Asphalt ahingle 0 Built up Orn. O Otttor 
(S;,.c:ifyJ 

1 I. SU,MBER 0 !ES AP ROX!M,t.TE DIMENSIONS 

1 34 ft X 32 ft 
NI t[Ut.'UJfJ I 

0 Excellent (xJ Good 
13 INTEGRITY tLo>< JClun, 

.r;7 On orl;lnol o 
~ aite Mav•d 

~ .x:renotl 

D Fair D Dettrlorotecl D Excall.nt Ix) Cood 
WHEN> If YES, EXPL,t.lN 

l'lo 

0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 

LJ Born 

D Corrlo51• 
house 

0 Shed 

0 Shop 

D Gora;• ~ Other londacop• f•otwro& or building• ( Sp.cify} 

Surrounded on all sides by Long Island Sound 

15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 

~ Open land D ~~oi- D R•aidantial 

• D olndva- □ Commercial trio! Rural 

D Scattered bvildinga viaibl• fro,n aite 

See #16 

16 INTERRELATIONSHIP •:;F 3UILDlhG AN SU UN ING 
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11 OTHER OTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR !ilTE /IA!O(IO[ &lll1, or ll~IJOT/ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on a north-south axis and a small ell 
facing east, this structure has a shallow-pitched roof with a widely overhanging cornice. 
It features log walls and a stone chimney. Windows have six-light casement sash. • 
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Its south-facing veranda is screened. 

Theodore Irving Coe,.New Haven Unknown 

This cottage is the most recent one to have been built on the island. It was built by 
Arnold Moss about the time of the Second World War and designed by Theod-ore Irving Coe, 
one of the first generation of Buccaneers. (see Kusterer Cottage). 

This rustic cottage possesses integrity of location, setting, design, materials, and feeling 
and is historically associated with the development of the Kidd1s Island Complex, a unique 
part of the Thimble Islands summer colony that developed between 1890 and the First 
World War. 

TTThe Buccaneers Company,11 Kidd1s Island, Stony Creek, Conn. Prepared August 1981 by: 
Phoebe Mason Bruck, A.S.L.A. 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 80-83. 

Bruck, Phoebe Mason. Letter to the Architectural Preservation Trust of Branford, Inc. 
September 18, 1985. Branford Historical Society Files. 
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Located on a 7. 2 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 7 cottages on the island. 
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Constructed on an L-shaped plan with its ridge on a north-south axis and its ell facing 
east, this structure has a shallow-pitched roof with minimal trim. Windows have eight
over-eight sash. Its south-facing veranda is recessed into the end of the structure. 

This structure is one of seven rustic cottages located on Kidd's Island. 

Unknown 

This cottage was originally one of the first nshacksn to be built on Kidd's Island by a first 
generation Buccaneer. (See Kusterers cottage). It was added to through carpenter 
built additions directed by Mrs. Everett Barnard in 1925 and remodeled again as a result 
of the 1938 hurricane. 

This cottage possesses integrity of locatio_n, setting, feeling, and is historically associated 
with the Kidd's Island complex, a unique part of the Thimble Islands summer colony that 
developed between 1890 and the First World War. 

Map: n•.The Buccaneers Company,11 Kidd's Island, Stony Creek, Conn. Prepared August 1981 
by: Phoebe Mason Bruck, A.S.L.A. . 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 80-83. 
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I "'"• S!'<Cll'Y 

MR □ Act,,. o .. ...,,.. 
.1: •u1Lp,NG NAlol£ 1c--,> 

Dwight Cottage · 
OWH'CI Y 

Branford 
1.1nd,or IX~tJOA) 

Kidd1s Island (aka High Island) 

Stony Creek 

/ll le at• v•• oc C)C&tJ<>a r •• &pJ>tOJl't.ai.J 

0 Aab .. toa Siding O Irick 

[Kl Wood SI-tingle 

0 Boord & Botten 0 Stucco 

9. TRUC URAL. SYHEM 

Hl•U1t 

Helen M. Dwigh't Cottage 

(Hluor,cJ 

Same 

Visible from water 

□Ott.w (~clfy) ________________ _ 

• 00 Wood frome D Poat ond beGffl 

'Z 
0 
l
a. 
Ill: 
u 
"' w 
Q 

• 

0 Load beorin'i IMl&~HY 

D Other (Specify) 

10. ROOF (Typ~) 

(K} Gable 

D Gambrel 

/Matu1a/J 

00 Asphalt ahin9l• 

0 Flot 

Osi-..d 

D 

□ 

Roll 
Aapholt 

Built up 

0 Strvctwol i,-.,, ate.I 

D lltonao,d o ... ftiter o .. ....-eth 

D Hip 0 Ro11nd 
o Ott.er 

(Specify! 

□ Tin 0 Slota 

0 Tile 
Otftar 

□ IS..-cify) 
1 l. NUMBER CRIES AP ROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 

37 ft X 34 ft 
N N I !(UL"!Uf..l t 

D Exc:all..,t Q'.9 Good D Fair O Ostariorotad D Fair 0 D•tarioroted 
13. IHTEGAlTY 1L1k·Jt1tJn, 

n orl Ina! 

LJ Sorn 

□ Corrl09• 
house □ Shop D Garden 

15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 

1 QWood- 0 · LJ Op•n land land Rasidantial 

□ 0 lndus-
Ccmmardal ,rial D RurcJ 

16 •NT.ERRE1..ATIO/';$H1P OF 9lJILOIHG "'N 

I .41f.,r&ll<JR,,I IF YES, EX PLAIN 

0 Y•• Mo 
u 

[2g Other londu:op• feat11r•• or bullclinga (Spac:ify} 

Surrounded on all sies by Long Island Sound 

D Scottffed b11!1din;a viaibl• from aita 

0 High building density 

See #16 

Located on a 7 .2 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 7 cottages on the island. 
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11 OTHER OT ABLE FEATURES OF BUILOING OR 51T£ /Utu101 and, or u~/JorJ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on an east-west axis, this structure 
has a shallow-pitched roof punctuated by two south-facing gabled dormers. Windows 
have six-over-one sash at the dormers and fixed multi-light sash at the first floor. 
Its south-facing veranda features rusticated log posts supporting a shed roof. 

l .f,,.,,;, 'i: ;,;:t., :• . ., ii '·-1· t""'t{'"'; .... ';,''r( .... ·'f't~.., ...... :"'1'•"':"";.•,· ·. •·.• ,•·•r.f';"t-i . _,,;•,_.i•. :··,. ~_.~_, 

., 

Attributed to Theodore Irving Coe, N. Y.C. Unknown 

...... 1:-··· 
'\\ ., 

This cottage was built by Mrs. Helen Dwight on the site of Edwin Dorman1s original 
shack. Dorman was one of the first generation of Buccaneers (See Kusterer Cottage). 
The Cottage is thought to have been designed by Theodore Irving Coe, also one of the 
first generation Buccary.eers. 

This cottage possesses integrity of location, setting, and feeling, and is historically 
associated with the Kidd1s Island Complex, a unique part of the Thimble Islands 
summer colony that developed between 1890 and the First World War. 

Map: 11The Buccaneers Company, 11 Kidd1s Island, Stony Creek, Conn. Prepared 
August 1981 by: Phoebe Mason Bruck, A.S.L.A. 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970., p. 80-83. 
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~ Kidd1s Island (aka High Island) 
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Visible from water 
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0 Cla,pboord D J.abHtoa Siding D a,lck 0 0"'-t 
(S,..clly) ----------------

rs} Wood Shir19la 

D Board & Batten D St11cco 

D Aluminulft o Concrete 
Si din9 Type: 

• TRU URA.L. SYSTEM 

X Wood from• D Poat end b•-

D Other (Specify) 

I • ROOF (Type) 

(xi Goble D Manacwd 

0 StNctw■ I ,,_ er ate.I 

□ ~ltav 

0 Gambrel 

□ Flat 

□ Shad □ Hip D RoUlld 

o .. --.ril 

□Oritar (Specify) ______________ _ 

(Material) 

□ Roll J.apholt D Tin 0 Slota 

0
0.+t■ r 
(Sp,,cify) 

1 47 ft X 44 ft 
NI lfUL'llJf.J t I Xl1tfl0( I 

0 Excellent (xJ Good D Fair D Deterio.-ond D Excall-t lxJ Good 0 Fair O Dflerioroted 
13. l!<TEGRITY IL<>< Jll<Jn, 

n ori inal 

0 Barn 

h Carriage 
LJ ha11u 

WHEN 1 

D Gorden 
15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 

I owoad- D L.J Open land land Reaidant1al 

D D lndua-
Commercial trial D Rural 

I Alu,ralJoa~J IF YES, EX~L.A.IN 

No 
u 

~ Other 1-dno,• f.aturH or IM,illiinga ( S,acify) 

Surrounded on all sides by Long Island Sound 

D Scatt..-ed building• vlaibla from aite 

0 High building danaity 
See #16 

16" INTERRELATION HI OF SUILOIN AN U UN IN 

Located on a 7 .2 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 7 cottages on the island. 
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17 OTHER OTABlE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (Ulll/01 •nd, or H!4/JOr) 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on an east-west axis, this structure has 
a moderate roof pitch and qshed dormer facing south. Windows ha~e six-~ight rectangular 
sash at the dormer and eigh-over-eight sash elsewhere. An ell proJects diagonally from 
the northeast corner of the structure. Its south-facing veranda features rusticated log 
posts supporting a shed roof. 

This structure is one of seven rustic cottages located on Kidd1s Island. 

This cottage was built by Percy R. Greist about 1910 and is thought to have been designed 
by Theodore Irving Coe, a first generation Buccaneer. (See Kusterer Cottage). The 
cottage was built on the site of George Crouse Shack. 

This cottage possesses in,.tegrity of location, setting and feeling and is historically associated 
with the Kidd1s Island Complex, a unique part of the Thimble Islands summer colony that 
was developed between 1890 and the First World War. 

Map: 
11
The Buccaneers Company, 11 Kidd1s Island, Stony Creek, Conn. Prepared August, 1981 

by: Phoebe Mason Bruck, A.S.L.A. 
Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 

Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 80-83. 
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1 . ROOF (Type} 
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Porch 
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1 
N I uuctur.;, 1 

□ Tin 0 Slota 

O
ON\er 
(S,-cify J 
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Excoll-t [2f) Good D Fair 0 Oaterioroted 0 Excollent IKJ G-d 0 Fair 0 Dotariorotad 
I-ITEGRITY rLi>c.1t1un, 

n orl !nal 

D Sorn. 

D Corrio;• 
ho,usa □ Shop 

WHEN 1 

D Corog• 

\S SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 

:-1 □ Wood- o . LJ Opo,:1. land land Ruidant1al 
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Commercial trial Rurol 
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Ov •• 
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Surrounded on all sides by Long Island Sound 
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0 High building d•nsity 
See #16 

16 INTERRELATION HI C BU/LOIN AN U UH IH 

Located on a 7 .2 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 7 cottages on the island. 
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17 OTHER OTABLE FEATURES OF SUII. .. OING OR SITE (J.0Ut101 •nd. or 1Hulo1J 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on an east-west axis, this structure has 
a shallow-pitched roof. It features a stone chimney on its east end. Its veranda wraps 
the east and south sides and is protected by a shallow hip roof. 

Unknown 

This cottage was built by Theodore Irving Coe, an architect and one of the first 
generation of Buccaneers who developed Kidd's Island. Theodore Coe lived in New Rochelle, 
N. Y. and practiced at that time with the firm of Trowbridge and Livingston in New York 
City. (see Kusterer Cottage). 

This rustic cottage possesses integrity of location,. setting and feeling and is historically 
associated with the Kidd's Island Complex a unique part of the Thimble Islands summer 
colony that developed between 1890 and the First World War. 

• 
Map: "The Buccaneers Company,1' Kidd's Island, Stony Creek, Conn. Prepared August 

1981 by: Phoebe Mason Bruck, A.S.L.A. 
Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 

Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 80.83. 
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I Material} 
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D Shop 

[]: Other lonclscap• feot1,ires or building& ( Specify) 

Surrounded on all sides by Long Island Sound 
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D O lndu•- o 
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See #16 

16 INTERRELATIONSHIP CF 9UILOING AH 

Located on a 7 .2 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 7 cottages on the island. 
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\7 OTHER OTA8L[ FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE /11t11101 •nd, 01 Hl.4clot/ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on a northwest-southeast axis, this 
structure has a shallow-pitched roof with minimal trim. Its windows have six-light 
rectangular sash. Its veranda faces southwest and is constructed with rusticated 
log posts and diagonal braces. 

. I 

This structure is one of seven rustic cottages located on Kidd1s Island. 

This cottage was built by Hubert M. Greist, one of the first generation of Buccaneers 
who developed Kidd1s Island. The cottage is attributed to Theodore Irving Coe, 
also one of the first Buccaneers. (See Kusterer1s cottage). 

This rustic cottage possesses integrity of location, setting, feeling and is historically 
connected with the Kidd1s Island Complex, a unique part of the Thimble Islands summer 
colony which developed between 1890 and the First World War. 

Map: nThe Buccaneers Company/1 Kidd1s Island, Stony Creek, Conn. Prepared August, 
1981 by: Phoebe Mason Bruck, A.S.L.A. 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 80-83. 
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See #16 

Located on a 1.4 acre island in the Thimbles group, only dwelling on the island. 
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11 OTHER OT ABLE FEATURES OF BUILOIHG OR SITE /Jott1101 &nd, or ur..tlol} 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its primary ridge on a north-south axis and an 
east facing ell at the northeast corner, this structure has a gambrel roof with its cornice 
at the level of the second floor. Its roof is punctuated by shed dormers at the second 
floor and small gable dormers at the attic and by tall, stone chimneys. Its facades have a 
stucco finish at the first floor and wood shingles at the upper stories. Its windows have 
diamond-paned upper sash over two-light lower sash. Its veranda wraps the east, south 
and west facades and features stone piers and posts with a flat-sawn balustrade. 

Unknown 

This cottage was built by Henry J. Lewis of Stratford. Lewis purchased the island from 
Truman Sheldon of Branford in 1858. Sheldon reserved the right to the salt grass and 
seaweed on the island. In 1894 this right was quitclaimed to Henry J. Lewis and there 
is no mention of a building in this deed. The present cottage may not have been built 
until after 1894. There was a building when the island was conveyed to Mary E. Lewis 
in 1907. The island has remained in the Lewis family. 

This well-preserved Shingle style cottage possesses integrity of location, setting, 
design, feeling, and association and is an example of the development of the Thimble 
Islands summer colony between 1890 and the First World War. 

Post Card View, c.1910 . 
.,, Branford Land Records, Vol. 47, p. 73; Vol. 56, p. 230. 
w 
~ Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
:) Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p.76. 
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See #16 

Located on a 2 acre island in the Thimbles group; one other 1940 1s cottage on the island. 
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17 OTHER OTABL.E FEATURES OF BUII..O!NG OR SITE (lAlttJOI &nd, 01 ut.1lot) 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on a north-south axis, perpendicular to 
the shore, this structure has a shallow-pitched roof with moderate overhangs at both 
eaves and gables. Rake boards are molded; other trim is very simple. Windows have 
single square sash except where replacements have been installed on the east side. 
Its simple one-story veranda has square posts, probably replacements, and no balustrade. 

Unknown Unknown 

This island was originally the property of the Blackstone family of Branford. In 1864 it 
was purchased by Frank C. Smith of New Haven. In 1906 it was sold by Smith1s heirs 
to Bessie M. Griswold, wife of Claude A. Griswold of Guilford. There is no mention of 
buildings in this deed. ,The property was transmitted to Charles F. Dibble of Claremont, 
Virginia in 1908. This deed mentions a building, so it is probable that the cottage was 
built by Bessie Griswold. 

This vernacular cottage is an example of the development of the Thimble Islands summer 
colony between 1890 and the First World War. 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Island~in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 91. 

Branford Land Records, VOL 57, p. 170; Vol. 60, p. 189. 
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Surrounded on all sides by Long Island Sound. 

D Scattered buildings vi&ible from site 

D High building d.,uity 

See #16 

Located on a 5 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 32 cottages on the island. 
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17 OTHER OTASI.E FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE /1a1tr1or •nd. or u'4Ilor/ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on an east-west axis, perpendicular 
to the street, this structure has a shallow-pitched roof with wide overhangs at the 
eaves and gables. Its windows have six-over-six sash at the first floor and four-over-four 
or single six light sash at the second floor. Its veranda wraps the east and south sides 
and is constructed with square posts and a solid, shingled rail. 

Unknown 

The original owner and date of construction for this cottage have not been documented, 
but it was probably built between the time the island was subdivided in 1870 and the 
end of the nineteenth century. 

This vernacular cottage is an example of the development of Money Island as a Thimble 
Islands summer resort in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 31, 87. 

Branford Land Records, Map. no. 11 

Jane P. Bouley 
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See #16 

Located on a 5 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 3 2 cottages on the island. 
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\7 OT-HfA OTA8Lf FfATUAES OF BUILDING QA SITE /t~IU.!~t&nd, Of ur.,,rJc,f) 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its primary ridge on an east_:_west axis, and its 
cross gable facing south, this structure has a moderate roof pitch and wide overhangs 
at the eaves and gables. While it has some replacement windows on its south side, its 
facade retains its original six-over-six sash. Its two-tiered veranda is recessed below 
the roof and features a king post and collar tie at the gable, large chamfered posts with 
diagonal braces, and a square-sawn balustrade. 

This house is similar to its neighbor to the north at assessor1s lot #16. 

Unknown 

The original owner and date of construction for this cottage have not been documented 
but it was probably built between the time the island was subdividied in 1870 and the 
end of the nineteenth century. 

This vernacular cottage is an example of the development of Money Island as a Thimble 
Islands summer resort in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970,,p. 31, 87 . 

Branford Land Records, Map. No. 11. 
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See #16 

Located on a 5 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 3 2 cottages on the island. 
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17 OTHER OTABLE FEATURES OF BUl1..DING OR ~!TE {!UotlOI and, 01 ut4IJCJI/ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on an east-west axis, perpendicular to the 
street, this structure has a moderate roof pitch and wide overhangs at the eaves and gables. 
Its windows have both six-over-six and single six-light sash. Its two-tiered veranda is 
recessed below the roof and features a king post and collar tie at the gable, large chamfered 
posts with diagonal braces, and a square sawn balustrade. 

This house is similar to its neighbor to the south at assessor1s lot #15. 

Unknown 

The original owner and date of construction for this cottage have not been documented, but. 
it was probably built between the time the island was sub-divided in 1870 and the end of 
.th_e century. 

This vernacular cottage is an example of the development of Money Island as a Thimble 
Islands summer resort in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 31, 87. 

Branford Land Records, Map. No.11 

Jane P. Bouley 
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Located on a 5 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 3 2 cottages on the island. 
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11 OTHER OT ABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE /1•11no1 and, or ui..rJorJ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on an east-west axis, parallel to the 
shore, this structure has a shallow-pitched roof with a full shed dormer overlooking 
the water. Since its windows are replacements and its porch is enclosed, the structure 
retains no architectural integrity. 

Unknown Unknown 

The original owner and date of construction for this cottag~ have not been 
documented, but it was probably built between the time the island was subdivided 
in 1870 and the end of the century. 

Ttiis vernacular cottage has been substantially altered, but it is historically associated 
with the development of Money Island as a Thimble Islands summer resort in the last 
quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 31, 87. 

Branford Land Records, Map No. 11. 
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSU)H 

59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, COHMECTICUT 06106 
(203) 566-3005 
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16 INTERRELATION HI CF BUILDING AN U UN ING 

Located on a 5 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 32 cottages on the island. 
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11 OTHEII OTA8LE FEATURES OF BU!l .. Olr.G OR SITE (l&llflOI &nd. or t1'4HIOI/ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on an east-west axis, perpendicular to 
the street, this structure has a steeply pitched roof with wide overhangs supported on 
brackets at the gables and molded rake boards. Its gable features a small triangular 
window with diamond lights. Elsewhere, its windows have six-over-six sash at the 
facade and casement sash on the north and south sides. The door at the upper story 
suggests removal of an early veranda. 

Unknown 

The original owner and date of construction for this cottage have not been documented, but 
the cottage was probably built between the time the island was subdivided in 1870 and 
the end of the nineteenth century. 

This vernacular cottage is an example of the development of Money Island as a Thimble 
Islands summer resor:t in the last quarter .of the nineteenth century. 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 31, 87. 

Branford Land Records, Map. No. 11. 
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Located on a 5 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 32 cottages on the island. 
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11 OTHEFI OTA8L£ FEATURES OF SUILOIHG OFI SITE (1u111or &nd• or u'4rlor) 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its primary ridge on a north-south axis, parallel 
to the shore, and a cross gable over its two-tiered veranda facing west, this structure has 
a moderate roof pitch and wide overhangs at the eaves and gables. Its overhangs are 
supported on diagonal braces. Its windows have two-over-two sash. Its two-tiered 
veranda features chamfered posts, diagonal braces and solid wood porch rails. 

Unknown 

This summer cottage was originally the Sachem House, a hotel built by Chauncy Dickerman 
of New Haven in 1864. The island had belonged to James and Miles Blackstone of Branford. 
In addition to building the hotel, Dickerman developed the remainder of the island for 
summer cottages. The_,hotel continued to operate throughout the nineteenth century 
with several owners and was renamed the Shoshore Inn and finally the Money Island House. 

At one time the hotel had 34 rooms. About 1938 the hotel was closed and this building 
on lot number 1 converted to a one-family cottage. 

This vernacular cottage is significant for its historical association with the development 
of Money Island as a Thimble Island summer resort in the last quarter of the nineteenth 
century. 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 31. 

Branford Land Records, Map No. 11, Vol. 30, p. 201 
Jacobson, Wayne E. Stony Creek Mapanscrap Book. Published by the Church of Christ 

Congregational, Printed by the William J. Mack Co. North Haven, Conn., 1982, Map 69. 
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Located on a 5 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 32 cottages on the island. 
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11 OTHER OTASLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (lAt1tJ01 •nd. or ui..rJot) 

Constructed on a nearly square plan with a shallow hip roof, this structure has a projecting 
cornice, simply trimmed. Its windows have one-over-one rep~acement _sash. _Its _ver~n?as 
are altered and appear to be remnants of the originals. Architectural mtegnty 1s mm1mal. • 
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Unknown Unknown 

Chauncy Dickerman sold this building lot in 1870 but there was probably no building on it 
until after it was purchased by l\1rs. Martha A. Kimball of New Haven in 1874. In 1895 it 
was sold to Eva Spitzer of New York City. The Spitzers operated a hotel known as the 
Harbor View House until the 19201s. In 1921 it was purchased by John and Ella Buntin 
who converted it to a summer cottage by, it is said, sawing it in two and discarding 
half of it. 

This vernacular cottage is historically associated with the development of Money Island 
as a Thimble Islands summer resort in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Branford Land Records, Map No. 11; Vol. 34, p. 132; Vol. 4:h p. 649. 
Postcard view, 1908. -~'~ 

Jacobson, Wayne E. Stony Creek Mapanscrap Book. Published by the Church of Christ 
Congregational, Printed by the William J. Mack Co. North Haven, Conn., 1982, Map 69. 
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Located on a 5 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 32 cottages on the island. 
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17 OTrtER OTABLE FEATURES Of BUII..OlHG OR SITE /1A1,r101 &nd, 01 uC..r!orJ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on a north-south axis, parallel to the street, 
this structure has a steeply pitched roof with minimal overhangs. It has a two-story gabled 
ell at the southwest comer. Its windows have one-over-one replacement sash. Its two-tiered 
veranda at the south side has square posts with diagonal braces and solid wood porch rails. 
Its single-tiered veranda on the east side is enclosed using six-over-six windows. 

This lot was sold by Chauncy Dickerman to Henry J. Prudden of New Haven in 1872. 
Prudden probably built the cottage that was on the lot when it was conveyed to his heirs 
in 1890. It was purchased by Leo and Eva Spitzer- who operated the Harbor View Hotel 
here until 1920. In 1921 the property was purchased by John and Ella Buntin of Hartford 
who converted this building into a one family summer cottage. 

This vernacular cottage is historically associated with the development of Money Island 
into a Thimble Island summer resort in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Branford Land Records, Map No. 11; Vol. 33, p. 260; Vol. 41, p. 484 . 
.,., Jacobson, Wayne E. Stony Creek Mapanscrap Book. Published by the Church of Christ 
~ Congregational, Printed by the William J. Mack Co. North Haven, Conn., 1982, p. 68. 
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Located on a 5 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 32 cottages on the island. 
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11 OTHER OTA8LE FEATURES OF 8UIL0lNG OR SITE /tatanor •nd. or ui..rtor/ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on an east-west axis, perpendicular 
to the street, this structure has a steeply pitched roof with cornice returns on its west 
elevation and a hip roof over its east facing veranda. Windows have twelve-light casement 
sash. Its two-tiered veranda has square (replacement) posts with a smooth frieze and a 
replacement balustrade, and is partially enclosed at the first tier. 

Unknown 

The lot for this cottage was sold by Chauncy Dickerman1s heirs in 1880 to James T. Renouff 
of Winsted and Renouff probably built the cottage shortly after that. It is said to have 
been remodeled in the 1920 1s. 

This vernacular cottage is historically associated with the development of Money Island 
as a Thimble Islands summer resort in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 
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Located on a 5 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 3 2 cottages on the island. 
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\7 OTH£R OT ASL£ Ff:ATURES OF BUJLOING OR SITE /ua11or •nd. or u/4Ilor) 

Constructed on an L-shaped plan with its primary ridge on an east-west axis, perpendicular 
to the street, and its ell facing south, this structure has a steeply pitched roof with a large 
shed dormer on the north side. Its windows are ·primarily replacements though a few 
six-over-six windows remain, Its veranda wraps the east, north and west sides, and is 
enclosed on both north and west sides. Its posts are replacements. 

This cottage appears to be one of the oldest on Money Island, possibly built by Chauncy 
Dickerman. There was a .cottage on this lot when Dickerman sold to E. H. Seymour of 
West Hartford in 1872. 

This vernacular cottage is historically associated with the development of Money Island 
as a Thimble Islands summer resort in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Branford Land Records, Vol. 33, p. 248 
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Located on a 5 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 3 2 cottages on the island. 
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\7 OTHER OT ABLE FEATURES OF 8U!LOING OR SITE /uru101 and. or u~TlotJ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on an east-west axis, perpendicular to the 
street, this structure has a moderate roof pitch and minimal overhangs. It presents a 
narrow facade to the street. Its windows have one-over-one sash. Its east and west 
porches are fully enclosed. 

Unknown Unknown 

This building was originally the boat house for the adjacent cottage (see #1 O Pequot Ave.). 
It was converted to a cottage by John and Ella Buntin who purchased the property in 1926. 
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Located on a 5 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 32 cottages on the island. 
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17 OT>1ER OTASLf FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (lU•llOt •nd. or u~tJotJ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on an east-west axis, perpendicular to 
the street, this structure has a shallow-pitched roof with wide overhangs at the eaves and 
two-tiered verandas at both gables. Its gables have wood finials and king posts with 
collar ties and diagonal braces. Its windows have two-over-two sash. Its verandas, • a 
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noted above, are constructed using large chamfered posts with diagonal braces and 
replacement _balustrades. 

Unknown 

This cottage was probably built by Emery Morse sometime after he purchased the 
property from Chauncy Dickerman1s heirs in 1881. In 1886 it was purchased by Reverend 
Randall C. Hall of New York City. Hall built a chapel on the adjacent lot where the held 
services in the summer, and his cottage was known as 11The Rectory.n 

z 
I..) 

This vernacular cottage is historically associated with community life on Money Island 
during the height of its development as a Thimble Islands summer resort in the last 
quarter of the nineteenth century. 

;;; 

Branford Land Records, Vol. 37, p. 290; Vol. 40, p. 226; Map No. 11. 
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17 OTHER OTASLE FEATURES OF SUILOIHG OR SITE /1at11101 ,na. or ur..Ilor/ 

Constructed on an L-shaped plan with its primary ridge on a north-south axis, perpendicular 
to the shore, and its ell facing east, this structure has a shallow-pitched roof with wide 
overhangs at the eaves and gables. Its windows have six-over-six sash. Its veranda wraps 
the east, north and west sides of the house. Its posts and balustrade appear to be 
replacements. 

>i 

This building was built by Reverend Randall C. Hall of New York City and used as a chapel. 
It may have replaced another earlier building on the site. Reverend Hall conducted services 
here for the summer· residents. The building was converted to a cottage by Ella G. Buntin 
in the 19201s. 

.• 

This vernacular cottage is historically associated with community life on r,foney Island 
at the height of its development as a Thimble Islands summer resort in the last quarter 
of the nineteenth century. 

Branford Land Records, Vol. 39, p. 387; Map No. 11. 

Jane P. Bouley 
HECATrVE OH FILE 

CHG-File 22 Neg 20 
OATE 

Robert B. Hu rd May, 1986 

freservation 

Ct 06405 

0 Nona lono""n 0 l'iighwoya D Vondoliam 0 D•valopera Doth .. 

0 R•n•wol D Pr/vat• D Oeterlo,otlon D Zoning 0 Explonatlon 

• 



HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 
BU1LDIHG ,U,10 STRUCTURES 

/CCR OFFICE USE ON Y 

HIST-I NEW 5. 77 735 

• 

• 
z 
0 
~ 
Cl. 

~ 
u .... 
w 
Q 

• 

ST ATE OF CONNECTICUT 
COHHECTICUT HISTORICAL COw.4JSSiiOM 

59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 
(20J} 566-3005 

Ill' Ill", $~Cll"Y 

□ Act,... □ i-.._... 

o.- N C. I Y 

Branford Creek 

1tJonnat Cotta 

Haven 

(Apartado Postal 1956, San Jose, Costa Rica) □ P'w!tllc 

One-Family Summer Cottage 

1c .at• u.a• or ocauo• w •n .ap1rop,rt.at.1tJ 

(Hlatonc) 

Same 

Visible from water 

0 A.du•to• Siding O Arlc:lt □Otl\• 
(S,.,.clly) -----------------

D Soard & 8ctan 

□ Ali.,mi~"' 
Si ding 

· 9. TRUC URAL SYSTEl,I 
D Conc:r•te 

Trp•: 

~ Woad fra-me D Po at 1:t>d be..,. 

D Load bearing lftOJ.Onry 

D Othu {Sp~cify) 

10. ROOF {Typd 

K] Gobi• □ Flat D laonso,-d 

0 S.Nct1Hal i,- • •'"-I 

Oa.a--..tt1 
D Gambrel □ Sned □ Hip 0 Rovnd 

□Other (S~c:ifr! _______________ _ 

I Materiel) 

D Woad Shin'il• 

K] Asphalt ahin9le 

D 
Roll 
Asphalt D Tin 

0 81Jilt up O Tile 

D Slate 

Orl'ler 
□ (Specify) 

11. NUMBER ORIES J.. PPROXJMATE DIMENSIONS 

1½ 20 ft X 25 ft 
N. N, l/Uc, !llt.J I t xtanotl 

0 Excell ..,t O Good [lg Fair 0 O•terioroted D Excellent D Good lliJ Fair D De1eriorated 

U aUILvlNu 

LJ Born 0 Garage 

IS SuRROUNDIN,:; ENVIRONMENT 

1 QWood- D 
t__J Open fond · land Rui,farmal 

'o o Indus- o Commercial trl al Rural 
16 INTERRE1..ATIONSHIP CF 9UJLDING -'-NO U 

'rl lt:irt.1LJtl.Q~J 

m Y•• 
u 

IF YES, EXPLAIN 

Ma Entry porch altered (date unknown) 

~ Oth•r J..,,<lscop• feature a or bullciin9a ( 5,acifyl 

Surrounded on all sides by Long Island Sound. 

See #16 

UN ING 

Located on a 5 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 3 2 cottages on the island. 
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\7 OTHER ·OTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (JAl1r101 ,nd. or ut,,rJor/ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on a north-south axis, parallel to the 
street, this structure has a steeply pitched roof with wide overhangs at the eaves and 
gables. Large scroll brackets support the cornices and gable overhangs. Its south facing 
gable features a wood finial with a king post and collar tie and lattice-work infill. A 
wood deck and screened porch obscure early door hoods which allude to the Gothic 
Revival style. 

Unknown 

This is one of the oldest cottages on Money Island. It was probably built by Chauncy A. 
Dickerman who bought and subdivided Money Island in 1864. In 1870 Dickerman sold 
the lot with nthe building thereonn to Elisa T. Sherman of Hamden. 

This vernacular cottage retains much of its original decoration and is an example of the 
earliest development of Money Island as /:!. Thimble Islands summer resort in the last 
quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Branford Land Records, Vol. 30, p. 201; Vol. 33, p. 111, Map No. 11 
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Located on a 5 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 32 cottages on the island. 
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17 OTHER OTA8L£ FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE /IAIITIO/ ,nd, or .. ~rJor/ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on an east-west axis, perpendicular to 
the street, this structure has a steeply pitched roof with flared eaves and molded rake 
boards. Gable overhangs are minimal. Its windows have two-over-two sash. Its veranda 
wraps the west, north, and east sides and is constructed with turned posts. Its balustrade 
may be a replacement. 

Unknown Unknown 

This cottage was probably built by William Marshall of Meriden sometime after he 
purchased the building lot in 1888. 

This vernacular cottage is historically associated with the development of Money Island 
as a Thimble Islands summer resort in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Branford Land Records, Vol. 40, p. 400; Vol. 52, p. 149; Map No. 11. 
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Located on. a 5 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 32 cottages on the island. 
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17 OTHER OT ABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE {1ua1101 and, or u14rHH/ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on an east-west axis, perpendicular to the 
street, this structure has a shallow-pitched roof punctuated by a tower at the southwest 
corner, an apparent addition. Windows are replacements with one-over-one sash. Its 
veranda wraps the east, south and west sides and is partially enclosed. 

Unknown 

This cottage was probably built by Charles C. Tudor of Hartford shortly after he purchased 
the building lot in 1881. 

This vernacular cottage is historically associated with the development of Money Island 
as a Thimble Islands summer resort in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Branford Land Records, Vol. 37, p. 328; Vol. 62, p. 85, Map No. 11. 

Jane P. Bouley 
~ r,.,.,..,.,,=---------,---:,.-:-::E:--:G:-A:-:T:-1,--V.,...E-:O-N_F_I_L_E_.1..... ___ _ 

o.. CHG-File 22 Neg 8 

>
c 
0 
\,1,,1 

..J 

II,. 

~ 

CATE 

Robert B. Hu rd May, 1986 

Arch1, :.ac tura1. Fres erva tion 

8 226 East Main St. Branford, Ct 06405 

(29 ~on• l.no-n 0 rliihwoya 0 Vandaliam 0 Oevelopera 

0 Ren•wol D Private D D•t•rloratlon D Zonln11 

0 Other 

D Exploriotlon 

• 

• 



HtSTOR\C RESOURCES IHVEMTORY 
BU1LOl~G >J,10 STRUCTURES 
MIST-4 !<EW S. 77 

• ST A TE OF CONNECTICUT 
COMHECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSIOM 

59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HA.RTFO.RO, CONNECTICUT 06106 
(20l) 566-3005 

FOR OFFICE USE ON Y 

743 

II' HI', S~Cll'Y 

NR D Acn,el □ tt-..tt.i 

O.,N LI Y 

Branford Stony Creek 

Chauncey A. Dickerman Cottage 

! 
~ • u Money Island (Lot #28 Pe uot A venue) 
w_hr--;:;-;;;;:.-c:='f----------~-------------------------------------.....;-
1-
% 
l,U 

0 

• 

• 

Stanle F. & Lee · w atter.,s 

VISIBLE 

0No 

Jn 1c.1t• u•• Ott' ocauoa r a :ap,ropcL&Le} MA 

G5Jcl01)boord 0 .4.ab,utoa Siding O Irick □0th• (Sp.clfy) _______________ __,; 

D .,,ood Shi~!• 

0 Boord & Botten 0 Sfi,cco 

D ,..Jum11>Um O Concrete 
Si din9 Type: 

9. TRu•: URAL SYSTEM 

[};J Wood frOffle G: Poat otwl be-

□ Lood beorin51 lft<ZM>nry 

10. ROOF (Type) 

@Gable 

D Gambrel 

□ Flot 

□ Shed 

D 
Roll 
.&.aphalt 

□ Built up 

D li4anaMd 

□ Hip 

□ Tin 

0 Tile 
11. NUMB R ORIES ~p ROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 

D Cwt atette 
Type: 

0 S.n.ctwel i.-- • at.el 

D ... 11iter o .. wteeth 

0 Ro1Jnd 
□ Other (Sp«cify! 

D Slot• 

Ot+ier 
□ (Sp.cifyJ 

1½ 26 ft X 28 ft 
N NI L!Ul'IIJ{J , .xterJ.otl 

D Exc:allent ~ Good 0 Foir 0 Deterioroted Exc•llent (z} Good 0 Fair O Deteriorated 
13 INTEGRITY 1L1k ot,un, 

n or! nal 

LJ Sorn 

D Carrio;• 
housa 0 Shop D Cardon 

\S SURROUNOINS ENVIRONMENT 

~ n Wood- D u Open lond L___j land R•1id.ntiol 

D O lndu1-
Commuci ol tri ol D Rural 

\6 INTERREc.ATIOI'; t-11 OF 9UILOING -'<N Su 

0 Yu X No 
u 

rm Other lond&cope feature& Of' b.illclin9• (Sp•cify) 

Surrounded on all sides by Long Island Sound 

D Scatt.,•d building& viaibl• from sit• 

D High building denaity See #16 

Located on a 5 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 32 cottages on the island. 
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17 OTHER OTASLf FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (JAllllOT •nd. or U1'1t/Ot/ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on an east-west axis, perpendicular to the 
street, this structure has a shallow-pitched roof with cornice returns on the east elevation 
and a triangular pediment on the west elevation. Its west elevation features an ocular 
window at the pediment and a two-story portico. Its cornice is simple; its frieze is 
smooth; and its columns are Doric. Windows have six-over-six sash. A single tier veranda 
wraps the south and east sides. It has replacment posts and balustrade. 

This is probably one of the original cottages built by Chauncey A. Dickerman of New Haven. 
Dickerman purchased Money Island from James and Miles Blackstone of Branford and built 
the first few cottages. 

Architecturally, this Greek Revival style cottage is unique among the vernacular cottages 
on the island and represents the work of its first developer. Historically, it is associated 
with the earliest development of Money Island as a Thimble Islands summer resort. 

Branford Land Records, Vol. 37, p. 329; Map No. 11 
Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 

Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p.87. 
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Located on a 5 acre island in the Thimble group; one of 32 cottages on the island. 
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11 OTHCR OTA8L£ FCATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (Jate,Jor ana. or ut,rtJor/ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on an east-west axis, perpendicular to 
the street, this structure has a shallow-pitched hip roof with widely overhanging eaves. 
Its windows have six-over-one sash except at the small, enclosed porch at the northwest 
corner of the house which features six-light casement sash. Its veranda at the east 
elevation is constructed using replacement posts and balustrade. 

Unknown 

This cottage was once the dance hall for the Harbor View Hotel. It was probably built 
by Leo and Eva Spitzer of New York City who purchased the hotel in the late 18901s. 
It was converted to a cottage by John A. and Ella Buntin of Hartford who purchased 
the hotel property in 1927. 

This vernacular cottage is historically associated with the development of Money Island 
as a Thimble Islands summer resort in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Branford Land Records, Vol. 48, p. 63; Vol. 74, p. 558 . 
Jacobson, Wayne E. Stony Creek Ma~nscr.a.Q' Book. Published by the Church of Christ 

Congregational. Printed by the William J. Mack Co. North Haven, Conn., 1982, Map 69. 
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Located on a 5 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of 32 cottages in the island. 

See #16 
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17 OTH[R OTA8L£ FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SIT£ (LOllllOI ud:or UIAIIOIJ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on an east-west axis, parallel to the shore 
this structure has a moderate roof pitch with no overhangs. Its windows are paired and 
have six-over-six sash. It has an enclosed porch at the southwest corner which has awning
type replacement windows. 

Unknown 

This cottage is said to have been originally a billiard hall for the Sachem House Hotel. It 
probably was built by Leo and Eva Spitzer who bought the Money Island hotels in the late 
nineteenth century. 

This cottage has been substantially altered but is historically associated with the development 
of Money Island as a Thimble Islands· summer resort in the last quarter of the nineteenth 
century. 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society,1970, P. 31, 87. 

Jacobson, Wayne E. Stony Creek Map.anscrap Book. Published by the Church of Christ 
Congregational. Printed by the William J. Mack Co. North Haven, Conn., 1982, Map No.69. 

Branford Land Records, Map. No. 11 
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17 OTHER OTASLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE /u111101 •nd. or ui.tJof/ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with an ell to the north and its ridge on an east-west axis, 
this structure has a steeply pitched tile-covered hip roof with large gables facing south at 
the southeast and southwest corners. It features tall brick chimneys with corbeled tops and 
chimney pots. Its facades are half-timbered; its six-over-one windows are arranged in 
groups of t,wo and three. Its gables feature king posts with arched collar ties. 

This twenty-seven room Tudor mansion was built for Capt. John J. Phelps of Hackensack, N.J., 
shortly after he purchased the island in 1902. ·Phelps, although a banker, and financier, was 
also a renowned sailor who was the first yachtsman to circumnavigate the world alone under 

1'.I sail. One of the larger islands in the Thimble Island group, this was also the first to be granted 
~ in the fifth division of Branford to John Rogers in 1 716. In the mid-nineteenth century, the 
~ · island changed ownership several times ana was leased to the Island Granite Company who 

operated a quarry there for a brief period.· Eventually it came back into the possession of the 
Rogers family ano w_as sold to Phelps. Until then it was known as Rogers Island a name still 
commonly used. ;;; 

The house possesses integrity of location, setting, design, feeling and association and is a 
unique example for the Thimbles of a palatial Tudor Revival style summer home. 

Post Card View, c.1910. 
Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 

Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 43, 77. 
Branford Land Records, Vol. 53, p. 419-20. 
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Located on a 5 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of two dwellings on the island. 
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17 OTHER OTABLE FEATUIU:5 OF BU!LOll'IG OR SITE /u>1et1or •nd, or ut.CloTJ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on an east-west axis, this structure has a 
shallow-pitched roof. Its siding and trim are extremely simple. Its windows have six-over-six 
sash; its attic windows have a single four-light rectangular sash. Its primary feature is a 
broad wrap-around veranda along the east, south and west elevations. Posts are square with 
diagonal braces; the balustrade appears to be a replacement. 

Unknown 

The origins of this cottage are unclear, but it may have been one of the buildings on the island 
when it was sold by Elizur Rogers in 1880. The building is similar to other vernacular cottages 
of the late-nineteenth century in the Thimble Islands. 

~ . Still commonly known as Rogers Island, the island was purchased by John J. Phelps in 1902 as 
u the site for his palatial summer home. The cottage possesses integrity of location, setting, 
l,L 

z and feeling and is historically associated with the development of the Thimble Islands summer 
~ colony. 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 

"' w 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 77. 
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Branford Land Records, Vol. 35, p. 220; Vol. 37, p. 197. 
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Located on an 8.6 acre island, one of the Thimbles group; 3 other cottages, post-1940. 
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17 OTi-iER OTASLE FEATURES OF SUILDING OR SITE {IAt1t101 •ad, or ui..rJol/ 

Constructed on a T-shaped plan with its primary ridge on an east-west axis and the secondary 
wing facing south, this structure has a shallow-pitched roof with widely overhanging cornices . 
Windows have six-over-six sash and some two-over-two sash. Its veranda faces east and 
south and is constructed using square posts with diagonal braces. These and the horizontal 
rails may be replacements. 

Unknown 

In 1846 this island was purchased by William Brien who subsequently built the Thimble Island 
Hotel, the first hotel in the islands. The island was also known as Treasure Island and 
Brien displayed for his guests a nearby rock where supposedly Captain Kidd, who was said 
to have taken refuge in the islands, had inscribed his initials and those of his wife. In 1864 
the island was purchased by William Harrison Barnes, expanded and renamed the Billy Barnes 
Hotel. In the 18901s the hotel was a stopping place for two steamboats a day from New Haven. 
The building was owned in the early twentieth century by the Madison A venue Church of 
New York City. To9ay the building is a Club House for the Pot Rock Island Association. 

This building possesses integrity of location, setting and feeling and is historically associated 
with the development of the Thimble Islands as a summer resort. 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 86. 

Rockey, J.L., ed. History of New Haven County, Connecticut. Vol. II, New York: 
W. W. Preston &. Co, 1892, p. 31. 

Branford Land Records, Vol. 23, p. 281; Vol. 30, p. 164. 
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16 JNTEAREL.ATION HIP CF 9UIL01NG AN UN ING 

Located on a .6 acre island, one of the Thimbles group; only house on island. 
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\7 OTHER OTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE /1a1111or &nd, or uw1JotJ 

Constructed on a T-shaped plan with its primary ridge on a north-south axis and its cross 
gables facing east and west, this structure has a steeply pitched, wood-shingled roof with 
flared eaves and pediments at the gables. Its roof line is repeated in the veranda roof with 
a cornice which wraps the building between the first and second floors. An octagonal window 
bay is located at the northwest corner. Its windows have six-over-one sash; some are grouped 
in pairs. Its veranda wraps the east, south and west fa ca des. 

Unknown Unknown 

This is actually a man-made island to some extent. The two groups of rocks at its base 
were granted to the Stony Creek Oyster Company in 1871. In 1912 the western group of 
rocks was purchased by Almet Latson of New York. Granite seawalls were built and 
soil brought from the mainland to fill in behind creating a building site for the cottage. 

This Colonial Revival cottage possesses integrity of location, setting, feeling and 
association and is an example of the development of the Thimble Islands summer colony 
between 1890 and the First World War. 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970., p. 78. 
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Located on a 2. 78 acre island, one of the Thimbles group; one of three houses on the island. 
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11 OT11£R OTASLE FEATU.IIES OF BUILDING OR SITE {Jll(UJO/ ,na. 0( Ui4/J(U/ 

Constructed on a cruciform plan with its ridge on an east-west axis and cross gables facing 
north and south, this structure has a steeply pitched roof with eyebrow dormers on the south 
facade. It features a centrally located balustrade which straddles the ridge and tall brick 
chimneys at the east and west gables. Windows have two-over-two sash. Its veranda features 
chamfered posts with diagonal braces and a sawn balustrade in an x-pattern. 

Unknown 

This cottage was built by Chandler N. Wayland of Waterbury, probably shortly after he 
purchased the island from Joseph P. Douglas of Branford in 1870. The property remained 
in the Wayland family for three generations. The building has had a number of alterations. 
The original board and batten siding was covered with shingles, and a cupola removed and 
balustrade replaced in the 19301s. 

Although altered, this cottage is part of a ·complex that has singificant historical associations 
with the early development of the Thimble Island summer colony. 

Branford Land Records, Vol. 33, p. 103. 
VI 

tj Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
er Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 91. S Interview with Lucy Wayland Hall, February, 1986. 
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Located on a 2. 78 acre island in the Thimbles group. one of three houses on the island . • 
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17 OTHER OTA8LE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE /JA(lfJOt ,nu. Of ut./JO!/ 

Constructed on a rectangular plan with its ridge on a north-south axis and cross gables 
at its north end facing east and west, this structure has a steeply pitched roof with 
simple trim. Its south end features a flared roof which covers its west facing veranda, 
is punctuated by two gabled dormers and culminates in a pediment at the south-facing 
gable. Its windows have two-over-two sash. Its veranda features turned posts and a 
turned balustrade. 

This summer cottage was built by John Elton Wayland of New York City on land owned by 
his father, Chandler Wayland, in the first decade of the twentieth century. The Colonial 
Revival style cottage possesses integrity of location, setting, feeling, and has significant 
historical associations with the development of the Thimble Islands summer colony between 
1890 and the First World War. 

Hanna, Archibald. A Brief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
~ I Arc;:hon Books for the Branford Historical Socjety, 1970, p. 43. 
u nterv1ew with Lucy Wayland Hall, February, 198!:i. 
Qi:: 
:i Branford Land Records, Vol. 52, p. 326. 
~ 

Jane P. Bouley 
NEGATIVE ON FILE 

CHG-File 21 Neg 10 
CATE 

Robert B. Hurd viay, 1986. 

Freservation 

Ct 06405 

0 Yandali•m 

0 Oat•riorotlon 

D o • ., .. lop ■ ra 

0 Zonfng 

D Other ---------------1 

0 f.plcw,atlon 



HISTORIC i\ESOURCES INYENTORY 
BUiLDl~G .li-40 STRUCTURES 
HIST-6 NEWS. 77 

•• 
SH, TE OF CONNECTICUT 

COt,IMECTICUT HISTORICAL COMM!SSH)N 
59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, COHNECTICUT 061°' 

(203) 566-3005 

fCOR OFFICE USE ON Y 

752 T-.n Ho.: She Ho.: 

I I 
I 

1,: "'~- s~c1,Y 

MR D ~ D "-..ti• 
1. aulLOiMG Jo,AJ,1( (C-•J 

Boatrnan1s Cottage 

Stony Creek 

Weld, Charles H. & Emily H. Upham LU/R 

Hl-'ot 

(HJ&touc/ 

Sarne 
JNTVI~ ACCOiSeU 

0 "" IB).,.. Visible from water 

IC .£t• "·· ot OC&[Ja.a .,. •• ~p,rop,cl&La) 

[] ll'rlvats 

0 Cl...,boord 0 A1butoa Siding O Irick Do.._ (Sp.clfy) ________________ _ 

Qg Wood Sningla 

D Boord & Bott"" D St1.1cco 

□ A.lumir,um O Coner.-,!• 
51 ding Ty pa; 

9. T!'ltJC URAL SYSTEM 
0 Cvt ~t."• 

Typa: 

• Q'.g Wood from• D Pod ol'Hi baOffl 

% 
0 
j:: 
~ 

« u 
"' w 
0 

0 Lood bearing "'°-rr D Stn.,ct1Hol j,_.., ,.._I 

D Other ( Specify) 

10 R 00 F (Typ~) 

D Cobio D Flat D .1,4onaocd O*"lt•r Oaa~ 
D Gambrel !KJ Shad 0Hip D Rou-nd 

□ Ot+.er /Speedy) 

(i,iatuiol) 

□ Wood Shin!iiJ_le 
D Roll 

A1pholt D Tin Os,ot• 

I!) A1pholt 1hingla D Built up Orile 
O OHier 

(Sp.cify) 

11. H•JMBER :, ORJES AP ROXIMATE DIMENSJONS 

1 28 ft X 25 ft 
N NI lfUcturJ ,. I .xtenor I 

0 Excell.,,t Q9 Good 0 Fair 0 Oetariorotod 0 Excellent D Cood ~ Fair 0 De1a,-ioroted 
IF Y£S, £XF>\.AIH I 3 INTEGRITY , L •k al lun, 

lvl On orl!iiJinol o 
~ site Movod Mo l\Tiscellaneous additions (date unknown) 

LJ Born 

D Carriage 
house D Shop 

D Goro!iiJe 

D Gorden 
15 SURROUNDING ENVIROH'-IENT 

[}g Other !o,,dacope feature, or bullai.,91 ( Specify! 
Bounded on all sides by Long Island Sound 

~ 0 Wood- O L.J Open land land Reai~ent1al 

• D olndu1- D Commercial tr! al R..,,ol 

D Scattond building& visible from aito 

0 High b1.1ildin9 denaity 
See #16 

16 INTERRELATION hlP CF 9U1LDiNG AN UH ING 

Located on a 2. 7 8 acre island in the Thimbles group; one of three houses on the island. 
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17 OTH£R OTASLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE /1aiu101 •nd. or ui..r/orJ 

constructed on a rectangular plan with a shallow hip roof, this structure has the appearance 
of an accessory building. Its primary feature is a small gabled dormer over its entry door. 
Its windows have six-over-six sash. It has a shed-roofed addition on its east side . 

Unknown 

In 1933 when John Wayland1s estate was settled, there were only two 11dwellings11 on the 
fsland, so this cottage must have been built. It is identified as a boatman1s cottage on a 
1980 map. 

Branford Land Records, Vol. 96, p. 278; Map No. 1750. 
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11 OTHER OTASLE FEATURES OF 8UILOING OR SITE {111car101 &Od, or ut.tJor/ 

Constructed on a cruciform plan with its primaYy ridge on an east-west axis and its cross 
gables facing north and south, this structure has a shallow-pitched roof with widely overhanging 
gables and cornices. Its gables have molded rake boards. Twin brick chimneys straddle the 
ridge at the east and west ends of the structure. Windows have six-over-six sash except at the 
second floor below the eaves where upper sash have only three lights. Its wide veranda wraps 
all four sides and features two tiers at the north and south facing gables. It has chamf erect 
posts with scyoll brackets and an x-patterned balustrade. 

Unknown 

Originally known as Page's Island, this island was granted to Timothy Barker in 1 773. In 
1861, Henry J. Barker sold to Joseph Frisbie. Frisbie sold to Alanson Hall in 1865, reserving 
the right to remove all his buildings. The island was valued at that time for its 2 acres oyster 
ground. This Italianate cottage may have been built by Henry E. Frisbie who purchased the 
island from Hall in 1865. In 1885 the island was purchased by Marshall L. Forbes and Frank 
Wheeler of Meriden. It has remained in the Wheeler family from whom it received its current 
name. 

This well-preseYved Italianate cottage possesses integrity of location, setting, design, and 
feeling, and is historically associated with the early development of the Thimble Islands 
summer colony. 

Post Card View, 1908. 
~ Branford Land Record, Vol. 29, p. 87; Vol. 30, p. 260. 
~ Hanna, Archibald. A BYief History of the Thimble Islands in Branford, Connecticut. 
:::i Archon Books for the Branford Historical Society, 1970, p. 76. 
51 

HO OGRAPHEA 

e Jane P. Bouley 
0 1----,,-----,-----,-,-:-=-,:--,.-::,-:-,-:~--,,...,.,....,,-------
~ vi • North & West NEGAT1vE oN FILE 

~ Elevations CHG-File 22 Neg 25 

>-
11) 

0 
w 
..J 

OAT! 

S. Ardis Abbott& Robert B. Hurd 11ay, 1986 

Arch~. :ectural Freservation 
~ ~ ............... .,.....---'"'-..__...,,._....,,.._........__.,.._.......,,,.__........,'---L-______ _ 

0 
u 226 East Main St. Branford, Ct 06405 

D Yondali,m 

0 Pri,.ate D D•terloratlon 

D Other -----------------i 

□ E"ploonatl0t1 




