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We are a collection point for
Snuggles for Seniors, which collects
new blanket donations to be
distributed to area seniors. Marcus,
Erin, and Kayla pose with some
gorgeous handmade blankets
donated by a talented community
member!

Christina demaonstrates our new
portable CD player, the latest
addition to our Library of Things,
founded by a gift from the Friends.
The Library of Things is an extensive
collection of helpful and fun items to
borrow, from lawn games to digital
film scanner to Apple Pencil to
karaoke machine to light therapy
lamp. Browse all available items on
our website.
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From the Director

November flew by with special
trainings and meetings! | attend-
ed the East Shore District Health
Department’s monthly CHIP
Board meeting, where a presen-

tation was given by Branford Pub- 4

lic Schools (Dr. Tranberg
(Superintendent, BPS), Lauren
Skultety (Director of Early Child-
hood, BPS), and Ann Bickell
(Parent Educator, Branford Fami-
ly Resource Center) on screen
time and early childhood.

Jordan and Emily attended the
CT Library Consortium Annual
Vendor Expo. This event is free
for library staff to attend, and
gives attendees a chance to hear
presentations from vendors who
offer CLC members discounts on
their products and services. It's a
great chance to learn more about
library vendors in a low-stakes,
low-pressure way.

The library closed for a half-day
in-service staff training. Staff
heard from Christina Hadlock,
LPC, of Sound Health & Well-
ness. She trained everyone on
Trauma Informed Approaches to
Customer Service and offered de-
escalation techniques. Christina
shared some great information,
and it sparked a deeper discus-
sion afterward, where staff had
the chance to share some tricky
situations and discuss possible
responses. It was a great morn-
ing together with some really
good information being shared.
Following, the training, | sent a
survey out to staff to learn what
worked, what didn’t, and which

Jamie Cosgrove and Judith K. Liebmann speak to a group of BHS students and teachers

during a poetry workshop.

topics we should focus on for
next time. Thank you to the
Friends for sponsoring this
valuable learning opportunity!

The in-house website team
attended a training on the
back-end software we’'ll use to
manage the new website. We
began migrating content over
to the new site in a 'sandbox’
system, so we can learn and
revise in a behind-the-scenes
environment. This also allows
us to find bugs and errors and
submit them to the designer
for corrections.

We participated in a special
event hosted by Dr. Judith K.
Liebmann, Branford’s Poet
Laureate. Dr. Liebmann invited
45 Branford High School Jun-
iors and teachers to spend the
day immersed in poetry. Stu-
dents walked to the Branford
Center Cemetery, where they
learned about the cemetery’s
history and people buried
there. They then walked over to

the Blackstone, and heard from
Youth Services Head Emily Yates
and First Selectman Jamie Cos-
grove. They had lunch and then
worked with Dr. Liebmann to craft
their own poetry, inspired by the
day. Students and teachers then
shared those poems with each
other. Be on the lookout for up-
coming Poet Laureate events!

| attended the Friends of the
Blackstone Board meeting and
reported on the circulation status
of the Library of Things, which the
Friends founded. The most popu-
lar items are our sewing ma-
chines, giant tumbling tower, met-
al detector, and cornhole sets. The
Library of Things is a great way for
people to try items they may not
wish to or be able to purchase,
and only want to use once in a
while. The entire collection is
browsable on our website.

— Katy McNicol
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Meet Colt the Balt, a therapy dog who
loves to have children read to him!

honey.
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Checking out the Toy & Game Library.
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Highlights from the Youth Services Department—0October

We had lots of special events
to celebrate fall this month!
For our Homeschool Meetup,
we learned all about pump-
kins. Nicolette led a painting
workshop that taught partici-
pants how to paint a beautiful
pumpkin step-by-step, and
afterwards we learned about
how pumpkins grow and the
differences between pumpkins
that are harvested for decora-
tion and the pumpkins that
are grown for food.

A teacher from the Steward
Outdoor Day School visited to
do a nature journaling pro-
gram. Kids went outside to
observe the natural world with
magnifying glasses and took
samples of things like leaves,
acorns, and pinecones. They
received their own nature jour-
nals and then picked one of
their items to observe, draw,
and write about, and then
shared their findings with the

group.

Our Science Saturday program
this month, led by Claudia
from Cool-ology, was all about
webs and wings! Participants
learned about the anatomy of
spiders and different types of
spider webs, as well as how
various creatures can make
safe landings, creating a web
parachute to mimic how spi-
ders land and creating a zi-
pline that would help a bat
land safely.

We learned even more about
spiders when the Denison Pe-
quotsepos Nature Center visit-
ed for a program called Spi-
ders and their Creepy Crawly
Friends. Participants got to
meet spiders from the nature

The annual Halloween storytime and parade is a hit with participants and staffl

center, including an orchard
spider, cellar spider, funnel-
weaving spider, shamrock orb
-weaver, wolf spider, and a
black and yellow garden spi-
der. They also got to see the
molted exoskeleton of a ta-
rantula and mounted insects
in frames, including a harle-
quin beetle, stick bug, katy-
did, and giant katydid.

Teens joined in on the sea-
sonal fun when the Stamford
Nature Center visited for an
Edible Insects program. Par-
ticipants learned about what
insects are edible and why
people have been eating in-
sects and invertebrates for
hundreds of years. We met
some creatures who enjoy
eating insects, including a
skink and a hedgehog, and
saw two live edible insects, a
tarantula and a hissing cock-
roach. We then got to taste
some crickets and meal-
worms, which we mixed with
popcorn and honey to make a
tasty treat!

We had lots of special events
to celebrate Halloween this
year! Nicolette and Laura led
our annual Halloween sto-

rytime parade. Kids enjoyed a
Halloween themed story and
songs before visiting each
desk at the library to “trick or
treat.” We loved seeing all of
the creative costumes! We
also held a showing of the
film, The Nightmare Before
Christmas, and had a Hallow-
een Dirt Cup take and make
for teens with all the supplies
to make spooky graveyard
scenes out of edible treats.

We were thrilled to launch our
new Toy and Game Library
this month. We partnered with
Traveling Toys Inc., a local
organization, to develop the
collection, and we are so
grateful to the Branford Com-
munity Foundation and the
Branford Rotary Club who
helped fund the Toy Library.
This collection of over 80 toys
and games for all ages and
abilities is designed to en-
courage play-based learning.
Anyone with a Connecticut
library card can check out
these items for free, so stop
by and take a look! !

— Emily Yates
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Highlights from the Reference Department—0October

Welcome, Jenny!

The Reference department wel-
comed our new part-time Refer-

ence librarian, Jenny, in October.

She has many years of experi-
ence at a number of libraries in

Massachusetts and Connecticut.

We are excited to have her on
the team!
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Christina is now the secretary for
the LION Bibliographic Committee,
taking the minutes and sharing
them with the committee. Her first
meeting as secretary was at an in-
person meeting at the Public Li-
brary of New London; an in-person
meeting was held so that the LION
catalogers could meet up and get
to know each other a bit.

Stephanie received a lovely note
from a grateful patron who had
asked for help using Zoom on her
cell phone. That request quickly
morphed into a much longer inter-
action as the patron needed addi-
tional help to achieve her goal.
Stephanie has stepped up to help
with a considerable number of
tech help sessions and will be
offering drop-in tech help on
Wednesdays, in addition to our
Tuesday tech help.
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James Blackstone
Memorial Library
758 Main Street
Branford, CT
(Bottom Floor)
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Jordan and Angela went to the
Ivoryton Playhouse to see Ala-
bama Story, a play about an his-
toric book banning case in the
late 1950s. The playhouse had
been giving away free tickets to
local librarians, so they decided
it would be a great experience to
bring back to the Banned Book
Club. The play was about the
attempted ban of the children's
picture book The Rabbit's Wed-
ding by Garth Williams. They
found the play interesting, as it
was not only focused on the le-
gal aspect of the challenge, but
heavily focused on the impact
these challenges have on public
libraries and the role Emily
Wheelock Reed played in library
history. They may add this book
to a future book club meeting.

— Deborah Trofatter
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James Blackstone Memorial Library
798 Main Street
Branford, CT 06405

203 4881441 | blackstonelibrary.org
referencel@blackstonelibrary.org
facebook com/blackstonelibrary
instagram.com/blackstone_library

Join our email list for more
information about programs
www.blackstonelibrary.org

“My mather, Virginia
... was a life-long
resident of Branford
until her death in
October 2023 at the
age of 96.

The library was
always part of our
lives. | have fond
memaories of riding my
bike to the library on
Saturday morning and
staying for hours.”

—Note from Caryn B. who
made a gift to the library
honoring her late mother.

We are grateful for the
support and the reminder of
the lasting impression the
Blackstone has on so many
people in the community.

December 2024 Program Highlights

Creativebug Workshop:

Winter Greeting Cards
Thursday, December 5

@ 6-7:30 pm

Join Blackstone’s own Stephanie
Carvin and Jared Torello for a
crafty evening with Creativebug
(a free digital service with your
Blackstone card!) In this class,
we will be making winter
greeting cards. Registration
required as space is limited.
Sponsored by the Friends of the
Blackstone Library.

Fireside Chats with Local
Authors

Drop-in event. Join us for
readings and discussions with
local authors in front of the
fireplace in our Reading Room!
Registration is not required to
attend these events:

e Saturday, December 7 @ 2 pm:

Yii-Jan Lin

Yii-Jan Lin is the author of
Immigration and Apocalypse:
How the Book of Revelation

Shaped American
Immigration.

e Saturday, December 21 @

10 am: David Popolizio

David Popolizio is the author
of the YA fantasy-adventure
Uletka and the White Lizard: A

Spellfencer Saga Novel.

Musical Arts Society Presents:

Reed Tetzloff
Sunday, December 8
@ 1:30-3 pm

Join us for a musical afternoon
presented by the Musical Arts
Society, featuring pianist Reed
Tetzloff, who will explore
humor and tragedy through
works of four great Viennese
masters. Funded by the DARO

Foundation.

CT Department of Revenue

Services Tax Assistance
Tuesday, December 10
@ 11 am-3 pm

Drop-in event. Do you have

questions about your

October 2024 Statistics—Deirdre Santora

Total Circulation: 7,122
October 2023: 7,444

borrowlIT: 1,759
October 2023: 1,749

Renewals: 4,472

Computer Sessions: 802
WIFI Logins: 3,162
Website visits: 9,137

Facebook: 2,832 followers
Instagram: 1,428 followers
MailChimp: 8,702 subscribers

Downloadable Circulation:
Overdrive/Libby ebooks: 1,324
Overdrive/Libby audiobooks: 1,174
Overdrive/Libby magazines: 620
Palace App: 24
HOOPLA: 921
Kanopy: 391
Transparent Languages: 13
Ancestry Library: 462
New Haven Register: 188
Branford History Scrapbooks: 79
Creative Bug: 132

Connecticut taxes? Come meet
members of the Connecticut
Department of Revenue Services’
Outreach and Education team to
find all of the information you
need! Find their table in our
Rotunda area.

Poems for the Winter Solstice
Sunday, December 15

@ 1:30-4 pm

Celebrate the winter solstice
with Branford’s poet laureate,
Judith Liebmann! This event will
feature readings by local poets
and will be followed by an open
mic session.

Holiday Lights Concert

Sunday, December 29 @ 2-3 pm
Join musical duo Francine and
Joel for a festive performance
including songs of Christmas,
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa and New
Year’s. Sponsored by the Friends
of the Blackstone Library.

Lheck our website for more
programs and registration details!

Lucy Hammer & Conference
Room Usage: 121

Children’s Programs
42 programs/958 attendance

Teen Programs (12+)
6 programs/26 attendance

Adult/All Ages programs
46 programs/496 attendance

Average Daily Visitors: 392
Days open: 29
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