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From the Director

We kicked off October as that
month’s recipient of the Stop &
Shop Community Bags program,
where people can purchase reus-
able bags and a portion of their
purchase goes back to the li-
brary. We appreciate their sup-
port!

Janice and | spoke at the Friends
Book Sale Volunteer Appreciation
Event, held in the auditorium,
thanking the volunteers for all
they do all year long to make the
book sale so successful, and
expressing how grateful the li-
brary is for all of their efforts.

Jenny Hoff is our new part-time
Reference Librarian. She has

___ extensive library and archival

Scenes from An Evening with the
Spirits, which took place Saturday,
October 19, and raised over $11,000
for the Blackstone Library.
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experience, and we’re excited to
have her on the team!

The website redesign project
continued, with the design con-
cept and site map tweaks being
approved. Development has be-
gun, and we’re looking forward to
user-testing to further refine the
site before we go live.

Jordan and | attended a CLC
workshop for roundtable chairs
at the Wallingford Library. | co-
chair the New Directors
Roundtable, and Jordan recently
helped re-start the New Librari-
ans roundtable. This training fea-
tured a workshop led by re-
knowned librarian and consult-
ant Maureen Sullivan, and al-
lowed time for all of the chairs to
talk and learn from each other.

I met with Dr. Chris Tranberg,
Branford School Superintendent,
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Scenes from the unveiling of the Blackstone's new Toy & Game Library.

and Jennifer Sullivan, Willough-
by Wallace Memorial Library
Director, to discuss potential
future partnerships for commu-
nity discussions and learnings.
We're thrilled to help support
Branford Schools in any way
we can.

| attended the East Shore Dis-
trict Health Department’s CHIP
Board meeting, and the library
is helping publicize their Com-
munity Health Assessment,
which seeks to learn about the
health and needs of its com-
munity. This survey happens
every four years and is im-
portant for people in a variety
of age ranges to give feedback.
To take the survey, visit
https://esdhd.org.

Our fundraising event, An Even-
ing with the Spirits once again
exceeded our expectations,
with approximately 200 tickets
sold, and raised over $11,000
for the Blackstone Library. At-
tendees and volunteers had a

wonderful time. We appreciate the
psychic mediums who came out to
make this event truly special.
Thank you to our generous spon-
sors, Branford Building Supplies
and Coastal Wine & Spirits. And
thank you to the volunteers and
prize item donors who helped
make this event the rousing suc-
cess that it continues to be.

We unveiled our new Toy & Game
Library at the end of the month.
This was made possible by a part-
nership with Traveling Toys Inc.,
and funded by Branford Communi-
ty Foundation and Branford Rotary
Club. These high-quality toys and
games will be loaned out for free
to anyone with a library card. This
special collection supports early
learning through play, making so-
cial connections, and developing
early literacy concepts. We are
grateful to our community part-
ners for making this new collec-
tion a reality!

— Katy McNicol
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Highlights from the Youth Services Department—September

After a busy summer in Youth
Services and the transition
back to school, there has been
lots of learning happening at
the library! Our homeschool
meetup this month focused on
maps. We learned about the
basic parts of a map and how
to use them to get where we
want to go. We took a look at
some maps that we encounter
in our daily lives, including a
map of the Beardsley Zoo, the
Metro North, and the hiking
trails at Sleeping Giant State
Park. Then we designed our
own map islands, shaped like
our first initials, complete with
a key and elements that re-
flected parts of our personali-
ties. Afterwards, we practiced
what we learned by going
down to the children’s depart-
ment to complete a scavenger
hunt using a floorplan of the
space.

Children had lots of fun pro-
grams to help them relax and
unwind after the first few
weeks of school. Nicolette
hosted another sand art pro-
gram outside on the library
grounds as well as a Lego Club
program. Kids designed fasci-
nating creations with Legos
that were displayed in the
Youth Service’s department.
Our Take-and-Make craft for
September, available on this
month’s half day for Branford
Public Schools, were tacos
made out of coffee filters, pa-
per strips, and googly eyes.

The Branford Garden Club
hosted a Books and Blooms
fundraiser this month, and as
part of the event they led a
flower arranging workshop for
children in grades 2-5. In-

Branford Garden Club hosted a flower arranging workshop — attendees had a great time!

spired by the book, The Very
Hungry Caterpillar, children
arranged flowers to represent
the caterpillar and were
taught how to use color, tex-
ture, and levels to create a
design that would capture
people’s imaginations. These
designs were on display in the
department throughout the
weekend of the event.

Younger children had lots of
unigue opportunities in Sep-
tember as well. A teacher
from Music Together came to
lead two of their very popular
early childhood music classes
at the library. Rachel from
Firefly Yoga also led a move-
ment class which combined a
short story, songs, games,
and yoga moves. Nicolette
and teen patron Audrey host-
ed another bilingual storytime
in Korean and English, and
they even had families come
from Orange and Madison
specifically for the program!
Finally, local author Amy Barry
came to share her new chil-
dren’s picture book, A Cat All
His Own. Participants enjoyed
hearing the charming story
and coloring in their own cats
after the reading.

Teens got back into the swing
of things with several volun-
teer opportunities this month.
Our Teen Advisory Group and
Junior Teen Advisory Group
met to read book reviews,
vote on which books to pur-
chase for the library, and help
us with craft projects for the
younger children. This is a
great monthly opportunity for
these students to get a com-
munity service hour! | also led
another teen volunteer orien-
tation for students interested
in shelving books in the Youth
Services department. After
attending the training and
passing a short quiz, the
teens can shelve books and
help out on their own sched-
ule while earning community
service hours for school.

We are looking forward to the
cooler weather and all the fun
that fall brings. Stop by the
Youth Services desk to say
hello and see what’s coming
next this October!

— Emily Yates
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Highlights from the Reference Department—September

September saw the start of our
Fall programming season, with a
number of well-attended

events. One of these was pre-
sented by Connie Steel, PhD, a
member of the Yale Poorvu Cen-
ter’s Artificial Intelligence Work-
ing Group, who gave an overview
of the current wave of generative
artificial intelligence applica-
tions, including questions to ask
about data security and ethics
when choosing Al applications.
The program was attended by
more than 40 people and was
very well-received. Jordan is
looking to add additional pro-
grams on different aspects of Al.

Jordan represented the library at
the BACA Fair on the Branford
Green and brought handouts
about library offerings, including
our Library of Things (plus a sew-
ing machine on display), muse-

um passes, upcoming events,
bookmarks, and Transparent Lan-
guages. There were people
(including our own patrons and
people from other towns around
the state) who were not aware of
all of the things we have to offer,
so he had the opportunity to give
them an overview of our services
and how they can access them, or
access similar services through
their hometown library.

Jordan worked closely with Legacy
Theatre on their recent Film Festi-
val. He and Angela were both part
of their review panel to help re-
view and select the festival win-
ners. They and other members of
the theatre held screenings, talk-
backs, and networking events
between both venues. We had
several days of programming here
at Blackstone and they are plan-
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ning to collaborate on another
film festival in Spring 2026.

Christina and Jordan resumed
their monthly Tech Help drop-in
sessions at the Branford Senior
Center. Collaborating with local
organizations is an important
goal included in our Strategic
Plan and we look forward to con-
tinuing with these collabora-
tions.

Stephanie and Jared created
some great TikToks, especially in
support of the Friends Book Sale
and our upcoming Evening with
the Spirits event. The entire Ref-
erence department continued
working with Katy and Stirling
Brandworks on our new website
design. We are all excited about
the project!

— Deborah Trofatter
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Deliver donations to
bottom floor of
circulation desk

James Blackstone
Memorial Library
758 Main Street
Branford, CT
(Bottom Floor)

Friends Holiday Basket Sale *
December 12th - 15th

S o
%NEW AND HIGH QUALITY ITEMS

Creat choices of gift
baskets and raffle
prizes for everyone.

Sponsored by:

FRIENDS
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Collecting items NOW through November 30th
Help fill baskets with your kind donations.

<

Basket ideas:

Pets

Kids

Book Lovers
Wine Lovers
Game Night
Bakers / Chefs
Spa

Gentlemen
Arts & Crafts

Lotto

James Blackstone
Memorial Library
oF 758 Main Street
Branford, CT
(Bottom Floor)
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Decades (80s, 90s, etc.)
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James Blackstone Memorial Library
798 Main Street
Branford, CT 06405

203 4881441 | blackstonelibrary.org
referencel@blackstonelibrary.org
facebook com/blackstonelibrary
instagram.com/blackstone_library

Join our email list for more
information about programs
www.blackstonelibrary.org

Learn, Connect, and Create
with the Library of Things

You know we lnan books, mavies and
magazines. And now we have a
Library of Things, which includes all

kinds of non-traditional items for you
to borrow. You can borrow a cordless

drill. metal detector, croquet set,
sewing machines, and much more!

Click the link or scan the OR code
for more info:
blackstonelibrary.org/

libraryofthings

Lenerously sponsored by the Friends of

the Blackstone Library.

AA

FRIENDS OF
BLACKSTONE LIBRARY

November 2024 Program Highlights

Artists Circle Gallery
November & December

Jessica Hughes is a mixed media
abstract artist. She enjoys
working on small canvases and
paper to create her unique
pieces. The Blackstone Library
Artists Circle Gallery can be
found in the upper rotunda area
on the top floor. For applications
to exhibit, visit our website:
blackstonelibrary.org

The Imperfectionists Folk Band
Saturday, November 2

@ 2-4 pm

The Imperfectionists perform
folk and acoustic rock by
songwriters such as Bob Dylan,
Kate Wolf, and Bob Marley, as
well as favorites from the
American Songbook. The group
will perform 2 sets of music over
2 hours. Sponsored by the
Friends of the Blackstone
Library.

Ask a Medicare Specialist
Saturday, November 9

@ 9am-5pm

Drop-in event. Are you new to
Medicare, turning 65, or
retiring soon? Stop by the
main floor Rotunda to get all
your Medicare questions
answered by Medicare
Specialist Theresa Borchetta.
She’ll be on hand throughout
the day, available to help you
learn about and navigate the
Medicare system.

Musical Art Society Presents:
Mezzo-Soprano Concert
Saturday, November 16

@ 2-3 pm

Join us for a musical afternoon
presented by the Musical Arts
Society, featuring a Mezzo-
Soprano performance with
piano accompaniment.

Yale’s Whim ’'n Rhythm

A Cappella Group

Sunday, November 17

@ 2-3 pm

Join Whim ‘n Rhythm, Yale
University’s premier soprano-

September 2024 Statistics—Deirdre Santora

Total Circulation: 6,988
September 2023: 7,491

borrowlIT: 1,876
September 2023: 1,484

Renewals: 5,078

Computer Sessions: 725
WIFI Logins: 3,403
Website visits: 10,302

Facebook: 2,817 followers
Instagram: 1,417 followers
MailChimp: 8,688 subscribers

Downloadable Circulation:
Overdrive/Libby ebooks: 1,321

Overdrive/Libby audiobooks: 1,044

Overdrive/Libby magazines: 717
Palace App: 18

HOOPLA: 1,001

Kanopy: 308

Transparent Languages: 31
Ancestry Library: 139

New Haven Register: N/A
Branford History Scrapbooks: 125
Creative Bug: 40

alto a cappella group, for an
unforgettable afternoon of
musical excellence! Founded in
1981, Whim ‘n Rhythm is known
for their repertoire of fully
student-arranged songs,
performed by the best musicians
of the senior class. The group
sings worldwide, performing
music spanning genres such as
jazz standards, soulful ballads,
pop, Broadway hits, and rock
classics. Registration required.
Sponsored by the Friends of the
Blackstone Library.

Third Thursday Movie Matinee
Thursdays @ 10 am-12 pm

A monthly film screening and
discussion group dedicated to
(re)discovering the oldies but
goodies of classic Hollywood.
November 21: The Naked Spur
(1952)

Lheck our website for more pro-
grams and registration details!

Lucy Hammer & Conference
Room Usage: 121

Children’s Programs
42 programs/958 attendance

Teen Programs (12+)
6 programs/26 attendance

Adult/All Ages programs
46 programs/496 attendance

Average Daily Visitors: 387
Days open: 28
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