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“My favorite things
about the Blackstone
Library are the quiet,
peaceful, reading nooks
and the fireplace. | love
the library because the
librarians are kind,
helpful, and
knowledgeable.”

—Patron note from Joanne W.,
who moved to Branford in 2023

Winter garland and ribbon decorates
the library's grand staircase, thanks
to the Branford Garden Club

Engaging Community ¢ Expanding Minds e Enriching Lives

Report to the Board of Trustees

From the Director

What are you looking for?

%
s

Ee 1100

03 o

®

First Friday Book Discussion
T1:00AM - 12:00PM
03 o

+ Aduts

JAN

pEc  Closingat5:00pm
3q oo soom
0 Atthe ibrary

JAN  Closed for New Year's Day
12:00AM - 12:00AM

01 ovenen

Video Stories for Babies up to age 5
AM - 11:30AM

The library's
new website
features a
fresh. modern
= design with
Easy aCCess
to resources,
information &
BVENS.

Science Saturday with Cool-ology
for arades K-4

o 6 By £ ye
[ LiBRaRy £ » W

December is always a special
month at the library, when mem-
bers of the Branford Garden Club
treats us to winter decorations of
garland and ribbons that usher in
this festive month. Thank you,
Garden Club, for all your work to
make the building feel extra-
special this time of year.

Congratulations to the Friends of
the Blackstone Library on their
very successful Holiday Gift Bas-
ket Sale, which raised over
$6,000, and helps the Friends
continue to support enrichment
at the Blackstone.

After months of planning and
preparation, we launched our
new website! This has been the
first design update to the website
in over a decade, and we are so
happy with the results. A big
thank you to the team who
worked with me: Debby, Emily,
Christina, and Jordan. We met
regularly over the course of a few

months to review proposals,
select a design firm, review
user research, offer feedback,
and assist with content review
and migration. Additional mi-
gration and website testing
was done by Stephanie, Ni-
colette, and Laura. The final
site design, informed by com-
munity and staff input, aims to
make it easy to discover all
that the Blackstone offers. It is
mobile-responsive, and offers
accessibility options. We will
continue to tweak and refine
the site to ensure the best pos-
sible user experience.

| am pleased to welcome Rhea
Williams as our new Develop-
ment Coordinator. Rhea has a
wide range of nonprofit fund-
raising, development, and
event planning experience, and
through her work to earn a
Master’s Degree from Yale
Divinity School, has worked in
a variety of settings. Welcome,
Rheal

We received a generous bequest
of over $50,000 from the Estate
of Mary Lowery. Mary was a long-
time patron and supporter of the
library. We are so grateful to eve-
ryone who includes the Black-
stone in their will, providing sub-
stantial support for the library’s
future.

A big thank you to the Friends for
their support for an after-hours
staff dinner that gave us all a
chance to relax and enjoy each
other’s company as guests in the
library’s beautiful Reading Room.

The fall appeal mailing was sent
out in late November, and the
community has responded with
generous donations in support of
the Blackstone. Thank you to eve-
ryone who has contributed in sup-
port of the library’s mission.

— Katy McNicol



The Science Saturday group's
Cranberry Craze project.

The Homeschool Meetup group
explored pigments in fall leaves.
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Highlights from the Youth Services Department—November

November was full of fun
events for kids and teens! This
month’s Science Saturday
theme was Cranberry Craze,
led by Claudia from Cool-ology.
Participants read a book about
cranberries and then did all
sorts of fun activities using the
fruit. They observed cranber-
ries with a magnifying glass,
cut them open, and hypothe-
sized if they would float or sink
based on their observations.
Kids also conducted a cran-
berry bounce test, made
oobleck using cranberry
sauce, and created a geodesic
dome with toothpicks and
cranberries.

Our Homeschool Meetup this
month was all about autumn
and the science behind why
leaves change color in fall. We
went outside to gather leaves
from the grounds of the library
and did an experiment to sep-
arate out the pigments found
in the leaves. We then made
“leaf people” with the extra
leaves we collected, decorat-
ing them with googly eyes and
markers to make them come
to life.

Our Take and Makes this
month were also inspired by
the season! Kids got to take
home all the supplies they
needed to make a paper plate
pie complete with cotton ball
“whipped cream.” Other activi-
ties for kids included a Lego
Club, a Beads, Bracelets and
Keychains program, and an-
other Bilingual storytime in
Korean and English.

Teens had a few special
events this month as well, in-
cluding a handknitting pro-

gram. We received a gener-
ous donation of yarn from
members of the Fiber Arts
group, so teens were able to
take yarn home to complete
additional projects. We
worked with a special loop
yarn that allows you to knit
without needles, making it a
quick and easy project for
beginners. Teens started
beautiful scarves, cowls, and
blankets during the program!
We also brought back our
popular book boxes this
month. Teens signed up to
receive a box and told us a
little bit about what books
they like to read, what TV and
movies they watch, and what
they enjoy doing in their free
time. We then picked out a
few books from our collection
based on their interests, and
filled the boxes with stickers,
fidget toys, snacks and other
goodies. It is so fun for us to
get these boxes together!

Teens who enjoy gaming had
plenty of options this month!
We hosted a Super Smash
Bros tournament in the audi-
torium, and the competition
was fierce. The winner took
home a box of prizes and the
honor of being called our tour-
nament champion. We also
had our monthly Dungeons
and Dragons group, with local
organizer Spencer leading the
campaign.

We had a few special visits to
the library in November! Ni-
colette hosted the kindergar-
ten classes from Sliney Ele-
mentary School for field trips
to the library. The students
enjoyed listening to Nicolette
do a read aloud, and then got

First Selectman Jamie Cosgrove speaks to a
group of Branford High School students and
teachers during a field trip for a poetry
workshop offered by Branford's Poet
Laureate, Dr. Judith K. Liebmann.

a tour of the library building. It
was so fun to see some new
and familiar faces! Judith
Liebmann, Branford’s poet
laureate, also hosted a spe-
cial event for students from
Branford High School. She led
a group of students on a tour
of the cemetery and then they
wrote poems inspired by the
local history they learned.
Afterwards, students walked
over to the library’s auditori-
um for lunch, where they
worked more on their writing,
heard about some of the up-
coming programs at the li-
brary, and listened to First
Selectman James Cosgrove
talk about the value of history
and creative expression. We
were so excited to be a part of
this unique event. Laura has
also been busy doing sto-
rytimes at local childcare cen-
ters, including the Family Re-
source Center, the Early Years
Center, and Branford Early
Learning Center.

— Emily Yates
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Highlights from the Reference Department—November

The library featured a number of
interesting programs in Novem-
ber as well as our ongoing poet-
ry, coloring, knitting, writers and
grief groups, library tour, Game
Night, Tech Help drop-ins, our
Thursday movie matinee and
Saturday Cinema, Latin classes,
Evening with Guitar, the East
Shore District Health Depart-
ment’'s Harm Reduction and
Health table which is available
every Wednesday afternoon
from 2 to 4 pm, First Friday,
Banned Book, Bestseller, and
Books ‘n Brews book discussion
groups.

Programming Librarian Jordan is bringing back Fireside
Chats with Local Authors. This is a great way to get to hear
from local authors in a cozy, intimate setting. In December,
we hosted Yii-Jan Lin (above) and David Popolizio (below).

Included in this month’s programs
were two Screenwriting Work-
shops, an all-day Medicare drop-in
information session, a virtual pro-
gram from the Stony Creek Muse-
um, the 300th Anniversary Harri-
son House Celebration and Con-
cert, a mezzo soprano concert
presented by the Musical Arts
Society, a concert by Whim ‘n
Rhythm (Yale University’s premier
soprano-alto a cappella group),
and a Connecticut Poetry Society
Fall Festival.

Jordan attended a Vendor Fair
organized by CLC, the Connecticut
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Library Consortium. These
events are useful for library staff
to learn about new and existing
vendor discounts that we are
able to access through CLC. He
felt the most useful one he
learned about was Universal
Class, which offers free online
courses in a variety of subjects
that users can obtain continuing
education credits for completing.
We are always evaluating possi-
ble resources to add that our
patrons might find particularly
useful.

— Deborah Trofatter

About Search Calendar Organizations
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Connecting volunteers to the nonprofits that need them.

opportunities.

A new service went live which helps match local volun-
teers with nonprofit organizations who need them:
branfordvolunteers.org.

The site was founded by Branford residents, Andy Marlatt
and Ellen Carucci, and created with a grant from the
Branford Community Foundation and support from the
Blackstone Library. We are thrilled to be part of the pro-
ject, which is a natural evolution of the community volun-
teer fairs that have been held at the library in the past.
The library will continue to hold these fairs from time to
time, but the branfordvolunteers.org site offers 24/7 ac-
cess and a calendar of
events featuring volunteer

BRAN FORD

Community Foundation




LIBRARY
1896 -~

James Blackstone Memorial Library
798 Main Street
Branford, CT 06405

203 4881441 | blackstonelibrary.org
referencel@blackstonelibrary.org
facebook com/blackstonelibrary
instagram.com/blackstone_library

Join our email list for more
information about programs
www.blackstonelibrary.org

Learn, Connect, and Create
with the Library of Things

What is a Library of Things? This
collection includes all kinds of non-

traditional items for you to borrow.

You can borrow a cordless drill,
electric guitar, car code reader,
metal detector, Apple Pen, croquet

set, sewing machine, and much more!

Click the link or scan the OR code

for more info:
blackstonelibrary.org/

libraryofthings

Lenerously sponsored by the Friends of

the Blackstone Library.
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FRIENDS OF
BLACKSTONE LIBRARY

January 2025 Program H

Silk’n Sounds

Sunday, January 5

@ 2:30-3:30 pm

Silk'n Sounds, the Greater New
Haven women's a cappella
chorus, has provided high quality
performances for wide-ranging
audiences since 1998. Join them
for an afternoon of traditional
and contemporary songs,
including jazz standards, ballads
and pop favorites. Sponsored by
the Friends of the Blackstone
Library.

New England Pirates

Monday, January 13 @ 6-7 pm
Pirate historian Luca Rebussini
will walk us through the history
of the pirates and pirate hunters
of New England during the
Golden Age of Piracy. Welcome
aboard as we discuss this hidden
part of New England's history!
Sponsored by the Friends of the
Blackstone Library.

ighlights

Untold Grimm

Wednesday, January 22

@ 6-7 pm

Storyteller Tom Lee will perform
a variety of tales from the
Brothers Grimm. The perfect
spooky vibes for a cold winter
evening! Registration required.
Sponsored by the Friends of the
Blackstone Library.

The History of the Totoket Band
of the Quinnipiac Tribe
Monday, January 27

@ 6-7 pm

James Powers of the Quinnipiac
Dawnland Museum at Dudley
Farm will deliver a talk on the
Totoket Band of the Quinnipiac
Tribe and what we know about
their relationship with the Dutch
and then English colonists and
how eventually most of them
joined with their fellow
Quinnipiac in leaving the CT
Shoreline area.

Jigsaw Puzzle Tournament
Saturday, January 18

@ 2:30-4:30 pm

Prove your puzzle-solving skills
at our jigsaw puzzle tournament!
Teams will be given the same
puzzle to complete within the
given time. Prizes will be
awarded to the first 3 teams to
complete their puzzle. There is a
2-4 person team size limit.
Registration required.
Sponsored by the Friends of the
Blackstone Library.

Academy Award Sunday
Sunday, January 26

@ 1:30-3:30 pm

Join us for a series of formar
Oscar-nominated films you may
have missed, leading up to this
year’s award show! January’s
film is Past Lives (2023, PG-13).
Sponsored by the Friends of the
Blackstone Library.

Lheck our website for more programs and registration details!

November 2024 Statistics—Deirdre Santora

Total Circulation: 7,331
November 2023: 7,348

borrowlIT: 2,086
November 2023: 1,965

Renewals: 4,133

Computer Sessions: 790
WIFI Logins: 3,044
Website visits: 6,994

Facebook: 2,839 followers
Instagram: 1,435 followers
MailChimp: 8,713 subscribers

Downloadable Circulation:
Overdrive/Libby ebooks: 1,298

Overdrive/Libby audiobooks: 1,160

Overdrive/Libby magazines: 757
Palace App: 41

HOOPLA: 985

Kanopy: 309

Transparent Languages: 9
Ancestry Library: 257

New Haven Register: 225
Branford History Scrapbooks: 40
Creative Bug: 80

Lucy Hammer & Conference
Room Usage: 133

Children’s Programs
27 programs/713 attendance

Teen Programs (12+)
8 programs/212 attendance

Adult/All Ages programs
41 programs/577 attendance

Average Daily Visitors: 376
Days open: 29
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