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Since 1896, the James Blackstone Memorial Library 
has served the Branford community, providing free 
and open access to information and expert minds, 
impactful social connections, and unique cultural 
experiences. That legacy continues to this day.  
 
In the past year, we enjoyed over 141,000 visitors to 
the Blackstone, up 15% over last year. People came 
to borrow items (we circulated over 159,000 physical 
materials and over 57,000 digital materials), use our 
wireless networks and computers (we counted over 
36,000 WiFi sessions and over 9,700 sessions on our 
public computers), and attend our classes and events 
(over 17,700 people of all ages attended storytimes, 
lectures, movies, concerts, and more). Each visit, 
each encounter, was a new opportunity for the 
Blackstone to have an impact on our community.  

 
The library was one of a few area 
locations that hosted an 
independent film crew shooting 
“Salvation is Within You!”, a 
candidate submission for the Russo 
Brothers Italian American Filmmaker 
Forum. We also partnered with 
Legacy Theatre for their 2024 

Independent Film Festival, hosting some screenings 
and discussions in our Auditorium.  
 
Other partnerships we enjoyed this year included 
outreach at the Branford Arts and Cultural Alliance 
Artisan Fair, hosting a Branford Garden Club special 
fundraiser, “Books & Blooms, ” and working with 
Willoughby Wallace Memorial Library and Branford 

Public Schools to support a community book club. We 
also hosted staffed tables from East Shore Health 
District, Branford Counseling & Community Services, 
and Branford Microfund to offer support to 
community members in need of social and health 
services, and held donation drives to support 
Snuggles for Shoreline Seniors, Community Dining 
Room, and the Branford Food Pantry. 
 
Another partnership resulted in a new special 
collection. We were approached by Traveling Toys, a 
Guilford, CT, nonprofit organization about creating a 
Toy Library at the Blackstone. They worked with our 
Youth Services department to create a wishlist of 
high-quality toys and games for young children and 
teens, and then secured grants from Branford 
Community Foundation and Branford Rotary to fund 
the purchase of those toys to create kits for lending. 
This Toy Library supports early literacy learning for 
young children and social development for teens. The 
items in the Toy Library are in near-constant 
circulation. 
 
The State approved funding for the 
CT State Library Construction Grant 
award to the library which will be 
used to enclose our interior 
auditorium balcony and create 
additional meeting rooms. The need 
for additional meeting space at the 
library was identified during our 
recent Strategic Plan outcomes, 
which involved talking with and 
surveying hundreds of Branford 
residents. We worked with the Town 
and the State Library to put out a 
public invitation to bid, and awarded 
the architectural portion of the project to Lothrop 
Associates Architects, who were the lowest qualified 
bidder. They have begun the process of creating 
schematic and design documents, which will be used 
to go out to publicly bid for construction contracts 
next year.  
 
The Blackstone is a vibrant programming library with 
a wide variety of educational and culturally enriching 
events happening for all ages. We had this in mind 
when we completely redesigned our website, making 
it more event-forward and mobile-friendly. The new 
layout brings our online events calendar to the 

“I love my 
library because 
it has great 
books, the best 
people, …and it 
always has 
something fun 
to do.” 
  

—Note from Eva S. a young 

patron who has been coming 

to the library for 5 years. “I enjoy free 
audiobooks on 
the Libby app.” 
  

—Note from a patron, who 

also loves our movies and 

the cool building. 
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forefront, making it easy for our community to see 
what is coming up at the library. The website also has 
become more user-friendly; if you want to look 
something up by typing, it’s easy to search the 
catalog, entire website, or upcoming events to find 
just what you are looking for. Designed with input 
from key stakeholders, including our patrons, the 
new website acts as the library’s digital branch, 
offering 24/7 access to services and information. 
 
The library implemented additional technology tools 
that help us better serve our community while also 
addressing Strategic Plan goals. Through our 
membership in the Libraries Online (LION) 
consortium, we were able to enroll in subscriptions to 
LibraryIQ and CapiraMobile at significantly 
discounted negotiated group rates. LibraryIQ 
provides us with a variety of collection analysis tools 
so that we can continually evaluate the books on our 
shelves to ensure the collection is timely, robust, and 
dynamic, adapting to our community needs. We also 
worked with CapiraMobile to develop an app serving 
participating LION libraries (search “Libraries Online” 
wherever you get apps from, and select James 
Blackstone Memorial Library to get access to your 

account). Now, 
library card holders 
can search the 
catalog and place 
holds, see checked-
out items and due 
dates, see upcoming 
events, borrow 
museum passes and 
Library of Things 
items, reserve 
meeting space, join 
the Friends, and 
more, all in one app.  
 
The Friends of the 
Blackstone Library, a 
separate 501c3 

organization, whose mission is to raise funds to 
enable the James Blackstone Memorial Library to 
provide enrichment programs and other services for 
the local community, did just that. They held their 
annual Book Sale on the Branford Green and raised 
$74,000 before expenses, which was a new income 
record. They also held their Holiday Gift Basket sale 

which raised over $6,000 and Spring Warehouse book 
sale, which raised over $4,000. The total gifts to the 
Blackstone Library from the Friends for the year were 
$80,000, all of which is used to enrich and enhance 
the library’s offerings to the Branford community, 
including special programs for all age groups, 
language learning and event registration software, 
professional development for staff, extra books for 
the collection – print and digital – plus other special 
purchases.  
 
The Board of Trustees Development Committee held 
three fundraising events in support of the library’s 
operating budget: Evening with the Spirits raised over 
$11,000 for the library; Mini Golf @ Blackstone 
Library raised over $19,000; and a Shred-A-Thon 
raised over $2,000. The library also hosted private 
rental events, and its annual appeal and anytime 
contributions totaled over $71,000 for library 
operations. We also received two very generous 
bequests from the Estates of Mary Lowery and Susan 
Cosgrove Barnes. Library trustees are considering 
how best to utilize the gifts of these visionary 
philanthropists to ensure the Blackstone remains a 
responsive and beloved community hub for years to 
come. We will keep the community informed with 
updates on projects conducted in their honor. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has supported the 
Blackstone this year: all of the individual donors, 
volunteers, event sponsors, local businesses and 
organizations, the Friends, and the Town of Branford. 
Your support means we can continue to offer the 
incredible programs and services that our community 
relies on for lifelong learning and enrichment. 
 
  

Katy McNicol, Library Director 

“We just wanted to thank 
you again for helping 
facilitate a wonderful 
wedding ceremony. The 
library and auditorium 
were a beautiful setting, 
and we are especially 
grateful to the staff for 
helping us make the 
wedding special. We will 
always cherish our 
ceremony at the library.” 
  

—Email from R. and S, the happy couple. 

“Thank you to the staff and volunteers 
for the mini-golf program this weekend. 

We brought our two young nephews and 
we all had a blast. So much effort and 

ingenuity went into designing those 
holes! Yet another reason to be 

delighted that we live in a town with 
such an extraordinary library.” 

  

—Email from M.D.. 
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Library Staff
Katy McNicol, Library Director 
Emily Yates, Associate Librarian, Youth Services 
Cynthia Bannon, Business Manager 
Deirdre Santora, Associate Librarian,  

Access Services 
Deborah Trofatter, Associate Librarian, Technology 

& Reference Services 
Barbara Barrett, Access Services 
Stephen Brady, Facilities Manager 
Erin Byrne, Access Services 
Carol Capezzone, Youth Services 
Stephanie Carvin, Reference Librarian 
Marcus Fort, Access Services 
Laura Gunneson, Youth Services 
Moira Healey, Access Services 
Ryan Keeler, Reference Librarian 
Kayla McInnis, Access Services 
Angela Meikle, Access Services 
Jordan Nolan, Reference Librarian  
Nicolette Pavain, Children’s Librarian  
Jared Torello, Access Services 
Rhea Williams, Development Coordinator 

 

Statistics     
Registered Cardholders        8,993 
Total Annual Visits to Library                     141,215 
Material Circulated (Physical/Online)  217,325 
Number of Public Computer Sessions      9,759 
Number of Wi-Fi Sessions     36,414 
Meeting Room Usage         1,538 
Reference Questions      13,660 
Children’s & Teen Program Attendance    11,148 
Adult & All Ages Program Attendance       6,592 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Library Materials 
 

Physical items, including: books, audiobooks,  
CDs, DVDs, newspapers, magazines, Library  
of Things, laptops, iPads     59,304  
Overdrive Digital collection**    39,268 
Licensed database collection                         53   
 

Total Collection       98,625 
 

*Does not include Overdrive magazines/periodicals  
**Does not include access to over 200,000 HOOPLA titles 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

Board of Trustees  
Janice Kochanowski, President 
Cheryl Kaiden, Vice-President 
Larry Greenberg, Treasurer 
Mary-Rita Killelea, Secretary 
Jack Thompson, Assistant Treasurer 
Liz Alcorn 
Michelle Blank 
Chad Edgar 
Paul Gavejian 
Nancy Goldstein 
Larry Greenberg 
Andy Melnick 
Sue Wharfe 
Lisa Zwack 
RTM ex. Officio 
Board of Finance ex. Officio 
Yale University Librarian, ex. Officio 
 
 

Friends of the Library Officers  
Barbara Barrett, President 
Linda Milici, Vice President 
Jonathan Grande, Treasurer 
Donna Mazzucco, Secretary 
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2024-2025 LEADERSHIP CIRCLE 
 
 
 TIMOTHY BLACKSTONE ASSOCIATES 

JMS Foundation 
Helen Murphy 
Patricia Sanders 
 
JAMES BLACKSTONE CIRCLE   

Elizabeth Alcorn  
Roger & Terri Boissonneault  
Polly & Alan Fitz      
 
LUCY HAMMER SOCIETY  

Carole Brown 
Darlene Casella 
Barbara Colley 
Marie L. Gibson & Barbara Derrico 
Thomas Hughes, In Memory of 
David J. Hughes 
Michelle Blank & Fred Jackson 
Frank & Kimberly Kenna 
Mary-Rita & Jim Killelea 
Joan Krochmal 
Donna Levy 
KC Maurer 
Andrew & Bonnie McKirdy 
Pamela Reis 
Susan Wharfe 
 
SOLON SPENCER BEMAN CLUB 

Caryn Brannen 
Donald & Deborah Conklin 
Tammy Conley & Roselinde Torres 
Eileen Delaney 
Edgar Law LLC 
Johanna Foley & Mark De Yoanna 
Karen & Gerald Freedman 
Larry & Kate Greenberg 
John D. Allen & Keith E. Hyatte 
Nina Adams & Moreson Kaplan 
Al Klevorick & Susan Bender 
Anne Miller 
Susan Bryson & Laurence Nadel 
Jerry & Betsy Nicoletti 
Melody Lane O’Connor 
Frances Pascale 
David & Susan Rood 
Kathleen Serio 
Shepard & Marlene Stone  
 
 
 

ELLA WHEELER WILCOX GUILD  

Greg & Suzanne Ainsworth 
Jaye Andrews 
Howard & Kristen Armstrong 
Faith Wilcox Barrington 
The Bluemlings 
Mary & Michael Bucaccio 
CA Kaiden Communications 
Robert & Wendy DeLucca 
The Geballe Family 
Michael & Sheila Giordano 
Linda & Vincent Giordano 
Harvey & Nancy Goldstein 
Lois & Eliot Jameson 
Marcia K. Johnson 
Dr. Gary & Hedda Kopf 
David & Diane Levine 
Ned & Susan Phipps 
Jeannette Redensek 
Joseph Regan 
Janet and David Rimm 
Jayne Ryzewski 
Jack Thompson 
Frazier Bronson & Helen Wong 
 
OLIVER DENNETT GROVER LEAGUE 

Lisa D. Pfefferle & James K. Burns 
Alfone Family 
Daren & Esterina Anderson 
Alfred & Lisa Bertoline 
F. Vining Bigelow 
Nan Birdwhistell 
Steve Blum 
Shawn & Lisa Brooks 
Cathy & Steve Carlson 
Martha & Jeff Clark 
Melissa Conners 
Donald & Catherine Delano 
Andy Devito 
Anna Dolan 
Ann Drinan & Algis Kaupas 
Pat Dugan 
Lynne Evans 
Joseph & Jean Farricielli 
Paul & Joyce Flinter 
Dr. Lawrence T. Frase 
Judy Gleason 
Adam Larue & Genna Goldner 
Bill & Paula Grimm 

Mallory Grimste 
David Henderson 
Kate Higgins 
Ho-Hsia Family 
Lucie Iannotti 
Susan L. & Jonathan D. Katz 
Kay Kazmaier 
E. Leon Kier 
Janice Kochanowski & Robert 
Jackson 
Edward Kryzek 
Si-Hoi Lam 
Allan Lang 
Karen Laurel 
Margaret Luberda 
Leslie Margolin 
Andy & Susan Marlatt 
Anne MacClintock & Jerry Mashaw 
Chris & Elaine McLeod 
Andrew Melnick 
Ronald & Susan Miller 
Victoria Molta 
John & Priscilla Morawski 
Sally Neale 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald F. Patenaude 
Joseph & Jean Polka 
Joanne R. Pompano 
David Prause 
Deborah H. Price 
John Prins 
Bruce R. Lively & Ann P. Rutherford 
Janice Samoeil 
The Santora Living Trust 
Suzan & Rahmi Sayder 
Truman Sherk 
Harriet D. Spear 
Rod & Cathy Swift 
Tony & Mavis Terry 
Joan Tomczyk & Thomas Reid 
Susan Power Trucksess 
Matthew Reid & Breset Walker 
Andrew Wallach 
Pat & John Zandy 
Joseph & Myra Zelson 
Lisa & Leonard Zwack 

 
HERITAGE CIRCLE 

Estate of Susan Cosgrove Barnes 
Estate of Mary Lowery 

 
 
 
 
 


