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The library went blue and pink in
recognition of Infant & Pregnancy
Loss Awareness week in October.

Over 50 people were in attendance
at the Board of Education Candidate
[&A Session.

Thanks to all who came out for
Evening with the Spirits! Proceeds
from the event support our annual
operating budget.
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From the Director

October flew by with a lot
happening at the Blackstone!

We kicked the month off by
hosting a Q&A Forum with the
Branford Board of Education
candidates, moderated by Steve
Mazzacane. It was a respectful,
bipartisan forum that was
informative for all.

We re-opened the search for a
Business Manager, and have
begun reviewing resumes and
conducting interviews to find a
permanent replacement.

We held our fall fundraiser,
Evening with the Spirits, on
October 11. Approximately 140
people came out to sample wine,
beer, and spirits from a variety of
vendors, sponsored by Coastal
Wine & Spirits. They also had the
opportunity to sit with 3 different
psychic mediums for group
readings, and a limited number of
attendees were able to purchase
one-on-one readings from other
mediums. All proceeds from the
event directly benefit the library’s
annual budget.

We also hosted a private rental
event from EIm Shakespeare, who
held their 30th Anniversary
Masquerade Gala at the library. It
was great to see the space
reimagined through others’ eyes.

We requested Facilities
Assessment Study proposals from
two finalist candidates and

Elm Shakespeare rented out the library for their 30th Anniversary Masquerade Gala.

received those in October. The
committee then reviewed the
proposals, and brought them
to the Finance Committee for
review and funding
recommendations.

The social media committee
has begun a renewed effort to
engage the community with
creative videos highlighting the
fun side of library as well as
the collections and services we
offer. This collaborative effort
involves staff from every
department.

With assistance from Lothrop
Architects, we engaged
Kronenberger & Sons
Restoration to conduct a probe
of the balcony floor and
supporting columns. This will
confirm the weight-bearing
capability of the balcony, which
will inform the materials to be
selected to enclose the space.

We are awaiting the results of the
probe.

| worked with Bailey & Scarano to
provide a few final documents to

complete their annual audit. The

Finance Committee has received

the draft documents for review.

| attended a luncheon given by
Traveling Toys for library directors
who have opened Toy Libraries
with their help. Our Toy Library
continues to be well-used, and
we’'re grateful to Traveling Toys,
Branford Rotary, and Branford
Community Foundation for making
this special collection possible.
Thanks to Emily and Nicolette for
working so hard last year to get it
set up and catalogued. Caregijvers
are thrilled to borrow items from
the collection for their littlest loved
ones.

— Katy McNicol



A Sun Shines on Branford project
celebrating the sun.

A dragonfly sketch from Steward
(utdoor Day School event.
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Highlights from the Youth Services Department—September

After a busy summer in Youth
Services, we had lots of events
designed to help kids and
teens explore and relax as
they headed back to school!

Kids enjoyed our monthly Lego
Club, socializing and eating
snhacks while building creative
structures. Nicolette provided
a variety of challenges to
choose from or the partici-
pants could grab a cup of ran-
dom Legos and attempt to
build something using only
what was in the cup.

Our Homeschool Meetup this
month focused on the Japa-
nese artist Yayoi Kusama, who
is famous for her pieces fea-
turing polka dots. After learn-
ing about her life and work,
participants got to make their
own piece of art inspired by
Yayoi Kusama: a pumpkin cov-
ered in colorful dots. An edu-
cator from the Steward Out-
door Day School also visited in
September to teach us all
about dragonflies. After look-
ing closely at pictures of drag-
onflies, kids were asked to
draw and color dragonfly
sketches with as much accura-
cy as possible.

The library also hosted several
workshops during the Sun
Shines on Branford festival.
This was an event focusing on
solar energy and sustainable
and renewable resources.
Some of the children's and
teen events included making
solar pizza ovens, sun catch-
ers, and collages. Kids also
contributed to a community
display in the Youth Services
department by decorating a

Homeschool Meetup participants learning about the art of Yayoi Kusama.

ray with something they enjoy
doing in the sun and then
adding it to a sun display.

Our youngest patrons enjoyed
another visit by a teacher
from Music Together, who led
an interactive music class
featuring instruments and
scarves. We also added a new
program after our Wednesday
storytime called Stay and
Play. Laura, our former Pro-
gramming Assistant who is
now the coordinator of the
Branford Early Start Partner-
ship for Children, is leading
the group which is a casual
opportunity for parents and
caregivers to socialize and
learn while their children play.
We had two guest speakers
during Stay and Play this
month: Lisa from ACES who
discussed safe tech use for
families with young children,
and Ahnna who provided tips
on breastfeeding and the safe
storage of breast milk.

We hosted a volunteer orien-
tation for teens this month,
and have another one sched-
uled for the end of October.

After attending this orienta-
tion, teens in grades 7-12 can
volunteer for up to 2 hours a
week in the Youth Services
department. In addition, we
have a Teen Advisory Group
and Junior Teen Advisory
Group for middle and high
school students. These
groups meet once a month
and vote on books to pur-
chase for the library and com-
plete service projects. This is
a great way to get a communi-
ty service hour while socializ-
ing and enjoying snacks!

Finally, | visited both Walsh
Intermediate School and
Branford High School this
month to introduce our re-
sources and services to the
5th and 9th grade students. |
highlighted all of the events
for teens this fall, and distrib-
uted library card applications
so that all students can have
access to our resources. Ni-
colette will be visiting the kin-
dergarteners at the elemen-
tary schools soon, and we are
looking forward to more fun
and learning this fall!

— Emily Yates
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Highlights from the Reference Department—September

Jenny has been busy preparing
for our October seed swap event
and reaching out to seed compa-
nies (she currently has 125 in
her spreadsheet!) for donations
to our seed library for next year.
She is also planning a Propaga-
tion Station to be situated
across from the Seed Library in
the main lobby. It will be an ex-
change of plant cuttings (mostly
houseplants). Patrons will be
able to take plant cuttings home
to grow and also bring in cut-
tings from home to share. Teens
from the Teen Advisory Board
will be decorating one of our old,
unused book carts to brighten it
up for use in the display.

Gilligan recently attended a
webinar on ASL for Librarians
and has taken a Transparent
Languages course on ASL. They
have shared some ideas for how
we can help our deaf patrons.
Gilligan recently had a very re-
warding experience helping a
patron in Tuesday Tech Help.
The patron had been unable to
access her Comcast email on
her phone for the past four
months and after a few minutes
of trial and error Gilligan helped
her to get it working. The patron
was very appreciative and thank-
ful - she commented that she
had tried to get help from the
Xfinity store and they could not
figure it out and also said that
paying for tech help in East Ha-

ven is extremely expensive. A
great quote from her was,
"Blackstone has so many great
resources that are underutilized,
I'm so glad you have this!"

| attended a webinar on Library of
Things and emergency prepared-
ness. There were a number of
items discussed that | will consid-
er adding to our Library of Things.
In addition, a discussion highlight-
ed some libraries who have been

able to work with other community

organizations and businesses to
hold a repair café; community
members are able to bring items
in for assistance with repairing
them. This type of program fits in
with our efforts to use our Strate-
gic Plan results to collaborate on
programs with others in the com-
munity.

Jordan recently had two very suc-
cessful collaborations of this kind.

The Library participated in the Sun

Shines on Branford event on Sep-
tember 20, an all-ages festival
whose focus was solar energy and
opportunities for sustainable and
renewable resources that abound
in Branford. In addition, we collab-
orated with BACA with a film
presentation of the Academy
Award winning film At Eternity’s

Gate starring Willem DaFoe, which

was attended by over 100 people.
After the screening, participants

were invited to attend an art show
and reception at the BACA Art Gal-

Blackstone hosted a number
of events during the Sun
Shines on Branford day,
including creating
suncatchers and fabric
collages celebrating a
sunset.
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lery featuring pieces inspired by
the painting style of Vincent van
Gogh.

Amy has been working with Jor-
dan to learn how to prepare our
Community Events email and
will take over this weekly email
moving forward. She has been
working with Ryan on the cata-
loging project to add author
names to the call numbers of
our Western, Short Story, Sci-
ence Fiction, Mystery and Fiction
collections. She is also partici-
pating in our Tech Help Tuesday
drop-in sessions.

Ryan continues to catalog all
nonfiction books and Library of
Things items and is assisting
other departments with their
cataloging as well. He is spear-
heading the project to add au-
thor names to the call numbers
in our catalog, with assistance
from both Amy and Gilligan. The
hope is that this will make it eas-
ier for patrons and staff to lo-
cate items. Having a clean and
consistent catalog is a long-term
goal and Ryan has us well on the
way to achieving that! He contin-
ues to co-chair the Sustainability
Roundtable.

— Deborah Trofatter
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James Blackstone Memorial Library
798 Main Street
Branford, CT 06405

203 4881441 | blackstonelibrary.org
referencel@blackstonelibrary.org
facebook com/blackstonelibrary
instagram.com/blackstone_library

Join our email list for more
information about programs
www.blackstonelibrary.org

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
GIFT BASKET SALE

The Friends’ Annual Gift
Basket Sale takes place
December 11-14.

You'll find great gifts for
everyone on your list!

The Friends are currently
accepting donations of
complete baskets or new or
gift quality items for baskets.

Donations can be brought to
the library’s downstairs
checkout desk anytime the
library is open.

Visit the Friends on our
website to learn more:
blackstonelibrary.org

Your support of this event
helps the Friends enhance
and enrich all the Blackstone
has to offer!

82

FRIENDS O}
BLACKSTONE LIBRARY

November 2025 Program Highlights

Ask a Medicare Specialist
Saturday, November 8

@ 9 am-5 pm

Drop-in event. Are you new to
Medicare, turning 65, or
retiring soon? Stop by the main
floor Rotunda to get all your
Medicare questions answered
by Medicare Specialist Theresa
Borchetta.

Preparing Your Student’s
Mental Health for College: An
Essential Road Map for
Families

Tuesday, November 11

@ 6-7:30 pm

Join Dr. James Geisler, a
leading higher education
professional specializing in
student mental health, as he
explores the national landscape
of mental health challenges on
college campuses.

Aging in Place
Wednesday, November 12
@ 6-7 pm

Physical Items Circulation: 8,399
September 2024: 6,988

borrowlIT: 3,154
September 2024: 1,876

Renewals: 5,312

Computer Sessions: 863
WIFI Logins: 3,797
Website visits: 9,880

Facebook: 2,955 followers
Instagram: 1,635 followers
MailChimp: 8,159 subscribers

Estate Planning and Elder Law
Attorney Erin Duques will be
here to help you better
understand how to avoid
putting your hard earned assets
at risk in a way that can best
position you to stay in your
own home and age in place.

Reed Tetzloff Piano Concert
Sunday, November 16

@ 2-3:30 pm

Join us for a musical afternoon
with pianist Reed Tetzloff!
Presented by the Musical Arts
Society of Branford.

CT Poetry Society Fall Festival
Saturday, November 22

@ 12:30-4:30 pm

Join us for an inspiring
afternoon of poetry, open to
CPS members and the public!
Enjoy a buffet lunch, browse
poetry book sale tables, pick up
your Connecticut River Review
(for members), and sign up for
our lively open mic. Don’t miss

this celebration of poetry and
community! Presented by the
Connecticut Poetry Society.

Rave On Concert

Sunday, November 23

@ 2-3 pm

Join us for a musical afternoon
with the Rave On Duo! This
concert will feature music of
the 60s, 70s, and 80s, including
Bob Dylan, Tom Petty, Bruce
Springsteen, Elton John, and
more! Sponsored by the
Friends of Blackstone Library.

Thimble Island Saxophone
Quartet Seasonal Holiday
Concert

Sunday, November 30

@ 2-3:15 pm

Join The Thimble Island
Saxophone Quartet for a festive
concert featuring music
celebrating Christmas,
Hanukkah, and New Year’s!
Sponsored by the Friends of
Blackstone Library.

Lheck our website for more programs and registration details!

September 2023 Statistics—Deirdre Santora

Downloadable Circulation:

Libby ebooks: 1,251

Libby audiobooks: 1,313
Libby magazines: 929
Palace App: 48

HOOPLA: 1,131

Kanopy: 387

Transparent Languages: 37
Ancestry Library: 74

New Haven Register: 195

Branford History Scrapbooks: 15

Lucy Hammer & Conference
Room Usage: 126

Children’s Programs
29 programs/603 attendance

Teen Programs (12+)
9 programs/171 attendance

Adult/All Ages programs
40 programs/536 attendance

Average Daily Visitors: 499
Days open: 29
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